DOLLY AT THE DENTIST
(i B. Shaw

GEORGE BERNARD SHAW (1856 -1950) was a Plavwright, novelist, eritie,
ard  paxsionate socialise, Enthused with a pawerful urge 1o reform society,
he wrote about fifty plays which include -

Arms and the Man (1894), Candida
(1897), Man and Superman | ]905),
Major Barbara (1905}, Pygmalion
(1913), Back to Methugelak (1922 S
Joan (1923) and The Apple Cart (1929).
Widely regarded ax the greatest Hrivish
dramatist after Shakespeare, Shaw
exhibits in his plavy o unigue blend of
dciite commenls on soclety,"a delectable
rhythm of prose and Buoyant wit, All his
plays are ingelligent debates and one s ' i -
bewnd to encounter unpalatable truths, though beguilingly dresved ‘Dolly ot
the Dentist’, the piece that follows, is the opening scene fromn You Never Can
Tell. The duel of the sexes, a fregquent theme in Shaw's plays, ix in the focus
here. The scene is short, but the vitality of Shaw’s chardaciers and his
characieristic wit and humour gre evident throughout. The way in which wirrely
such as ‘didnt’, ‘domt’, ‘havnt’ and cant' are written in this tesson. clearly
shows Shaw's idea on how the cnglish languape should be writien. The
deliberate omission af apostrophe from ‘didnt’. ‘don't" havent” and ‘can't’ ix
@ case of Shaw's emphasis on bringing uniformity between Speech and writing,

A. wmthsmnnmnﬂﬂmmuﬂowhgmm:

1. Have you ever sufferad from toothache?  yes, what did you do to
overcome aching?

2. Who cures you from loothache?

3. Have you ever been to a dentist's clinic or have you aver

accompanied anyone to a dentist's clinjc?

How did you feel at the clinic?
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DOLLY AT THE DENTIST
In a deniist's aperating room on a fine Augist morning in 1896 a very preity
wesnman im miniature, hardly cighteen, is seen holding a glasy of water in fer
hand, The expression of tense patience under pain is rapidly clearing from
ker small firm-set mownt and guaintly squared evebrows. The dennisl, a

handsome young man of thirty or thereabouis, watches her with the self-
satisfaction of o successful aperator.

THE YOUNG LADY (handing him the glass): Thank you, (In spite of the biscuit
complexion she has not the slighte« foreign accent).

THE DENTIST (putting it dowri on the ledge of his cabinet of instruments ), That
wars oy first tooth.

THE YOUNG LADY (aghast): Your first! Do you mean to say that you began
prictising on me”?

THE DENTIST: Every dentist has to begin with somebody.

THE YOUNG LADY: Yes: sométbody in a hospital, not people who pay.

THE DENTIST (laughing): Ohthe hospital doesn't eount. | only meant uy first
woth in private practice, Why didu’t you let me give you gas?

THE YOUNG LADY: Because you said it would be five shillings extra.

THE DENTIST (shocked ) Oh, dont say that, It makes me fechas if Thsd hun you
for the sake of five shillings.

THE YOUNG LADY (with cool lnsolence): Well, so you have. (She gets up)
Wﬂjdﬁﬂﬂkhlym?h‘nﬂtgm&mmmhmipmpk.[hmhhﬂﬁbm
in his fashion: he chuckles sécretly 4s he proceeds to clean and replace hus
irsruments. She shakes her deess inio order: Jooks inguisitively abot her; and
goes 1 the broad window.) You bave a good view of the sea frofn your rooms|
Are they expensive”

THE DENTIST: Yes.

THE YOUNG LADY" You don't own the whole house, do you™

THE DENTIST: No.

THE YOUNG LADY: Fthought not. {tilting the chawr which stundsatthe writing-
tuble and looking critically ol i #s she spins it round on one leg) Yoor fumiturs isu'|
yuite the latest thing, s it!

THE DENTIST: It's my landlord's.
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ﬂiE?ﬂUm}LADY:Dmannmatmﬂdwd:edmﬂ{pnhﬂmgmutwmﬂng
char).
THE DENTIST: No: L have that on the hire-purchase system.
THE YOUNG LADY (disparagingly}: [ thought so. (Looking about in search
of further conclusions) I suppose vou haven't been here long?
THE DENTIST: Six weeks. I there anything else you would like to know?
THE YOUNG LADY (the hint quite lost on her); Any family?
THE DENTIST: I em not married.
THE YOUNG LADY: Of course not: anybody can see that. | mean sisters
and mother and that sort of thing,
THE DENTIST: Not on the premises,
THE YOUNG LADY: Hm! If youve been here six weeks, and mine wis your first
tooth, the practice cant be very large, can it?
THE DENTIST: Not as yet. (He shuts the cabinet, having tidied up
everything).
THE YOUNG LADY: Well, good luck! (She takes out her purse). Five
shillings, you said it would be?
THE DENTIST: Five shillings.
THE YOUNG LADY (producing a crown piece): Do you charge five shillings
for everything?
THE DENTIST: Yes.
THE YOUNG LADY: Why?
THE DENTIST: It's my system. I'm whats called a five shilling dentist.
THE YOUNG LADY: How nice! Well, here! (holding up the crown piece) a nice
new five-shilling picce! Your first fee! Make a hole in it with the thing vou drill
people’s teeth with; and wear it on your watch-chain,
THE DENTIST: Thank you.

B.1 Answer the following questions very briefiy:

- “That was my first tooth.' What does this mean?

. Why did the lady refuse to take gas?

- 'It's your business to hurt people.’ Why does the lady say so?

- 15 the business of a dentist to hurt peaple? Give your opinion.

- 'la there anything else you would like to know?' What made the
dentist say so?

On o G B2 o=
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6. Why did the lady ask the dentist to wear the five shiiling piece on his
watch chain?

7. How long has the dentist been working in that clinlc’

B. Why Is the dentist called a five-shilling dentist?

9. When the lady asks the dentist if ha has any famlly, ha reglies, "l am
not married.’ What does family mean here?

10.What, in your apinlon, does family stand for? Does it mean only
wife and children?

THE PARLOUR MATD (appearing at the door): The young lady s brother, sir.

A handseme man in mindature, obviously the young lady’s twin, comes in
eagerly. He is promptitude irself, and has a question ready the moment he
EFILEFS.

THE YOUNG GENTLEMAN: Am 1 in tme?

THE YOUNG LADY: No: its all over. a

THE YOUNG GENTLEMAN: did you howl?

THE YOUNG LADY: Oh, something awtal. Mr Valentine: this is my brother
Phil. Phil; this is Mr Valentine, our new dentist, (Valentine and Phil bow 1o
one another. She proceeds, all in one breath) He's only been hére gix weeks
and he's a bachelor the house isn't his and the fumiture s the landlord's but
the professional plant is hired he got my tooth out beauiifully at the first go
and he and T are great friends.

PHILIP; Been asking a lot of questions?

THE YOUNG LADY (as if mczpable of doing such a thisg): Oh no.

PHILIP: Glad to hearit. { To Videntine) So good of you not i mind ws, Mr Valentine.
The fact is, weve never been in England before; and our mother tells us that the
people here simply wont stand-us, Come and lunch withus, - -
(Valentine, bewildered by ‘the leaps and bounds with which their
acquaintanceship is proceeding, gasps, bul has no time 19 feply, se the
conversation of the twin is swifl and contimupous. )

THE YOUNG LADY: Oh, o, Mr Valentine,

PHILIP: At the Marine Hotel: half past one.
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THEYOUNG LADY: We shall be able tw ell manuma that a respectable Englishman
has promised to lunch with us.

PHILIP; Sy no more, Mr Valentine: youll come.

VALENTINE: Say uo more! havent said anything. May | ask whom I have
the pleasure of entertaining? 1t's really quite impossible for me to lunch ar
the Marine Hotel with two perfect strangers.

THE YOUNG LADY (Bippantly): Ococh! What bosh! One patient in six
weeks! What difference does it make to you?

PHILIP (maturely): No, Dolly: my knowledge of human nature confirms M
Valentine's judgement. He is right. Let me infroduce Miss DPorothy Clandon,
commonly called Dolly. (Valentine bows to Dolly. She nods to him). I'm Philip
Clandon. We're from Madeica, but perfect!y respectable, so fur.
VALENTINE: Clandon! Are you related to .

DOLLY (unexpectedly erying out in despair); Yes we are.

VALENTINE (astonished): | beg your pardon?

DOLLY: Oh, we are, we are, It's all over, Phil: they know all about us in
England. (o Valentine) Oh, you cant think how maddening it is to be related
10 4 celebrated pecson, and never be valued snywhere for our own sakes,
VALENTINE: But excuse me: the gentleman | was thinking of is not
celebrated.

DOLLY AND PHILIP (staring st him): Gentleman!

VALENTINE: Yes. | was going to ask whether yiun were by any chance a
daughter of Mr Densmare Clandon of Newbory Hail.

DOLLY (vacantly ): No.

PHILIF: Well, come, Dolly: how do you know youre not?

Dolly (cheeredy: Oh, 1 forgot. OFf course. Perhaps Lam.

VALENTINE: Dont you knovw?

PHILIF: Nod in the least

DOLLY: It's a wise child.. .

PHILAP (cutring her short): Sh (Valentine starts nervously: for the sound made
by Phul, though but momentiry, s like cutting o sheet of silk in two with o Bash of
lightning. It is the result of long practice in checking Dolly's indiscretions). The
fact is, Mir Videntine, we are the children of the celebrated Mrs Lanirey Claridon,
an authoress of great repute - in Madein: No household i conmiplete without her

. 3
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wark. We came to London to get away from them. They are called the Twentieth
Century Treatises.

DOLLY: Twentieth Century Cooking.

PHILIF:; Twentieth Century Creeds.

DOLLY: Twentieth Century Clothing.

PHILIP: Twentieth Century Conduct.

DOLLY: Twenticth Century Children,

PHILIP: Twentieth Century Parents.

DOLLY: Cloth limp, half a dollur.

PHILIP: Or mounted or linen for hard family nse, two dollars. No family should
he without them. Read them, Mr Valentine: they!l improve your mind,

DOL.Y: but not till weve gone, please.

PHILIP: Quite so; we prefer people with unimproved minds. Our own minds
have s ceessfully resisted all our mother’s efforts o improve them.
VALENTINE (dubiously): Hm!

DOLLY (echoing - im inguiringly): Hm? Phil: he prefers people whose minds
are improved.

PHILIP: In that case we shall have to introduce him to the other members of
the farmily: The Weman af the Twentieth Century: Our sister Glaria!

B.7. Answer the following questions briefly :
1. What doos the lady report to Philip aboul the dentist?
2. Why do Philip and Dolly invite Valentine to funch? .
3. Is the dentist willing to dine with the lady and her brother? Why?
4. What reasons do thay give for thelr coming to England?
5. Why are the books called Twenlieth Century Treatises?
6. denmwmmmummhmmuummuuwm

gone oway?

GLOSSARY AND NOTES

in minketuse(ghr. ool in size
quaintly (20 srangely
compiedon (n): colour of skin

ncoent (n): way of provouncing

lodge {ii): narrow salf

cotiinet (n': plece of funiture with shelviss of drwers
eghast (ad, filed with fanr
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doesn’t count {idiom): nead not be consdarad |

gas (n): kind of gas used to deaden the sense of faskng and henca pain

Insolence (n): inaulting behaviour

chuckhes (v): quistly laughs with chsed mouth

inquisitively (adv): showing sagemass In know

about {prap)- amund

titing{); putiing in a sloping posiion

M'l-wrnhanmmmmmwmahmrdamlmmwmmmm
to usa & after tha fimd payment

disparagingly {adv): in a manner that malees it appear less valisable

privmisas (n): buikding together with it grounds

tidied up (v): placed in oder

crown pleca {n): coin worth five shiings

il (v): make & hole in

Farlour maid (n): maid who walts at tablg

obilously (adv); as can be seen easiy

prompitude (n); madiness to act

hewl (vl: ery loud and lang

ewlul (adj): vory bad

at the first go (idam); &t the first attomp

stand (v} bagr

leaps and bounds (idiorm): great enaed i1

acquaintanceship () tamiEanty e

gasps (v): strugpiles for braath

entertalning (v). racalving as visitars

flippantly (adv), withoul irnving to show respect

boshlfin): ronsansal

eanfirms (vl shows s comact

Madeira {n): Islard in the Alantic Ocean

despair fh): the state of hawing lost a8 hope

celebrated (ad): famcs

vaeanily (2o} showing no signs of irferast _

starts (- makes a sudden movement (from sumpriza) :

1hi'|h1hgM:Hhahnﬂhlﬂﬂ#ﬂlmd&mdhrrﬂm]ﬂdﬁﬁh'mnam

hmwmmmmnmmmﬂmmqmwmm

repuie () fame

nuumm:mmfwmmnwuhumwmrm

ereeds (n}: sots of regious beliels

Emp (mcll: ok sliff

mounted (pp, 85 ad]): put and fimed in pasition
[Hr‘dﬂ'lhlimp'w'mnunladnnhn‘ﬂmapeaﬁmarﬁurlnlhammuulbmﬁmln
which the books wara availabla. A limp cioth baund copy s cheaper than the one hard
and linan-hound.)

resisied (v} remained uninfisanced by
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C. 1. LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS

1, Write the gist of the conversation between Dolly and the Danfist.

2. What are the qualities you look for In & dentist? s Mr Vilenting the dentist of
your choice? Explain.

3. Find out the remarks or obsenvations which you find pariciary very amusing.
Wy do you find them amusing?

4. 'Wha do you find mare amusing - Dolly or her bothar? Why? Give reasons in

tavour of you choice.
5. Give a brief character skaich of Dorothy Clandon 1ising adjectives from the
list given below:
pretty young talkative misery foraign accent
old reserve  observant  practical biscult complexion

lavish insolent  nuisance impatient makes friends easily
imtating  social jealous teasing well behavad

C. 2. GROUP DISCUSSION

Discuss the following in groups or palrs:

&  Mucleus family consists only of husband, wile and children, There is hardly
any room for uncle, aunt, grandpa or grandma in it? Do you think it is a
better option than the joint family? Give reasons in fawour of your argument.

b. Mmmmmmmﬂmwmﬂmmnﬂmhwm
decorum. Do you agree?

C. 3. COMPOSITION
Write a paragraph in about 100 words on the following:
a. The duty of a doclor
b. The relation between a doctor and a patient.

D. WORD STUDY
D.1. Dictionary Use
Ex.1. Correct the speliing of the following words:
complection acqueintance awhll
insolance disperaging despeir

intertaining indiseritions Ireafinse
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words ~ the one In which It I used in the lesson and the other which s more
comman;
accent pramises drill celebrated mounted

D.2. Word-formatian
Look at the following examples:
We'ra from Madeira, but perfectly respectable, so far,
May | ask whom | have the pleasure of entertaining?
Valentine, bewilldered by the leaps and bounds with which thair
acquaintanceship is proceeding, gasps,

‘rmmmatinﬂuﬂrateunphad}mmmhhdammumwm
m.hmmwm.mmlmmmmmhmmmmu
verb entertain. Inﬁmrnaiexam,nmnmﬂwfsdmndmm

veth acquaint. In fact, a number of words can ba darfved from a verb as ilustratad
batow:

Expect (v): expected {ad)) expectedly (adv)  expectation (n)
expectant (adj)  expectantly (arv)

E:.%mmmwmmmmum.mmm
above:

acquaint amuse celebrate continue
entartain marry operate resist
produce relale praciise

D.3. Word-meaning
' Ex. 1. Hndlmmﬂmlmmwnrdsmumeanmufmmmmmnn
lrﬁlnﬁhnndskh.Trmlastpannfaam“mmtgwﬂnmﬂuﬁﬂﬂhmdﬂda:

readiness I act : -
piece of fumiture with shelves or drawers: ™ .. niet

rest or sleep in the sarly aftermoon
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the state of having lostallhope e pair
books that deal In detail with & single subject tises

Ex.2. Fill in the blanks with suitable adjectives given below:

awlul crilical celebrated inquisitive
fippant matura momentary

(i She b .....anough to taks her decision herselt.

(i)  DrBhabhawasa....... scientist.

i) Itis difficult to forget that ......... sight even tnday.

(iv)  Chaitslis ... XPrESSiON makes her a very charming character.
(v} After a ..... hesflation, Phifip entered the room.

(i) Dr Dwived has writlena .......... study of modem Hind lierature.
(i) Any tasponsible man cannot make such a ........ remark.

D. 4. Phrases

Em.nmdmmunnmmmmﬂmmmmmmﬂwﬂm
phisas have been L=ad, Then use them in sentences of your own:

Al pver by any chance cutoneshot  esil
alonego  for the sake of in miniature a lot of
inwpite of  'saps and bounds  in search of in the least
E. GRAMMAR
Ex.1. Questions: YeaMNo and information types
Sty the following questions from the lesson;
(a) Are they expensive?

(b} Lhynummuwhmﬂﬂ?
fc) Am lintime?
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You see that all the quastions ahove begin with an auxiliary verb ‘are’. do’ or am’,
These questions &re called Yes/No fuestions &5 they can be answered in ‘yes'
or 'no’ only.
You also see that the subjact in example (b} is placed between the auxibiary and
the main verb, The structure of the YesMNo questions is further exemplified in the
following table:

= RAINBOW e

Auxiliary Subject Main Verh Object, complement, alc.
[ May [ come in?

Have you sent him a letter?

Could you help ma?

Will he handie the situafion?

Do yo like him?

Form ten Yes/No questions using each of the following auxiliaries twice: may,
have, could, will, do,

Ex.2. Study the following questions from the lesson;
la) Why didn't you let me give you gas?

(b) How do you know your are not?

{€) What difference does it make o you'?

You see that the questions in the esxamples begin with a wh-word, eg., ‘why' ‘how'
and ‘what'. These questions are called Information questions as they ask for
information of different kinds, You can't answer these questions by saying ‘yes' o
o', The pattemn of these questions as @iven in tha following table is: Wh-ward +
Yes/No question,

Wh-word | Aundliary Subject Main Verb | Object, Complement glc,
Where [ 1s the teacher |- Kl

When will you come back

Why are they laughing -7

How can I inform my friend in fime?
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where, when, why, how.

Ex.3. Mcua'hmﬂ-mmmrﬂsmmamqmm-mmﬂmmm
mmﬂmhwmh%d&ﬂﬂﬁwhmm.ﬂnmm

verh s used in these quastions:
Wheword ag Subject Main Verb Object, Complament, glc.
Winho 5 you teacher?
What make you 50 sad?
Who brought you here?
Vihich s the right way?

Kow form six more Information questions using sach of these Wh-words twice:
who, what, which.

F. ACTIVITY
Taking help from ralammﬂmmm:,murtaadwmdmﬂz
« What is wit?
o What is humour?

Find out the instances of wit and humour in the lesson.




