A SNAKE IN THE GRASS
R.K. Narayan

RASIPURAM KRISHNASWAMI NARAYAN (1906-2(01), the Sahitya Akeadengy
Awird winner [n 1960, was one of the most accomplished and well-known
Inlian writers in English, Realism, irony and
humour are the distinguished sirength of his
werks, He paints the idipsyncrasies of people
with consummate skill. His works include
The Guide (novel), Next Sunday {collection
of essays, and Lawley Road {collecrion of
shart stories), ‘A Snake in the Grass’, the
piece taken from An Astrologer’s Day and
(hiher Stories, dramatically presents the alarm
and distirbance caused in a household
threatered by a cobra. The churacter of some
of the people taking part in the Fent is

dextrously reveoled. Narayan also touches
gently on the people’s uperstitiony concerning sncikes. An undercurrent of iromy
cnd ugmour marksy many of his observations in the sory.

A. Work in small groups and discuss these questions:
1. Have you ever seen a snake in your housafvillageT

2. What was your reaction when you saw it?

3. How did other people of your family or village react to t?

4, Dic you kill the snake? Why'

A SNAKE IN THE GRASS
1. Chn asumny aftermoon, when the inmates of the bungalow were at their
shesta a cvclist rmng his bell at the gate frantically and announced: A g
cohra has got into your compound. 1t crossed my wheel.” He pointed 1o
its truck under the gate, and resumed his journey.
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The family consisting of the mother and her four sors assemblad ot the
gate in great agitation. The old servant Dasa was sleeping in the shed,
They shook him out of his sleep and announced 1o him the arrival of the
cobra. “There is no cobra,’ he replied unid tried io dismiss the matter,
They swore at him and forced him to take an interest in the cobra, “The
Lh&:gismﬂiﬁngh&c.ﬁhhmfmndhﬂfﬂeﬂtmhlg. we will dismiss
you, Your neglect of the garden and the lawns is responsible for all these
dreadful things coming in.” Some neighbours dropped in. They looked
accusingly sl Dasa: “You have the liriest servant on earth. they said. ‘He
ought 1o keep the surroundings tidy.' 'T have been nsking for a grass-
cutter for months,” Dasa said. In one voice they ordered him to manage
with the available things and learn not to make demands. He persisted,
They began to speculate how much it wonld cost 1o buy a grass-cutter, A
neighbour declared that you could not think of buying any article made of
itom till after the war, He chanted banalities of wartime prices. The

‘second son Dflh:mmmlhcﬁuklgﬂany“ﬂﬂ,EMWHME

controfled prices. The netghbour became eloguent on black market. A
heated debate followed. The rest watched in apathy. Al this point the
college-boy of the house butted in with: *1 read in an American paper that
30,000 people die of snake-bite every year.” Mother threw up her arms in
horror and arraigned Dasa, The hoy elaborated the statistics. ‘I have
worked it out, 83 a day, That means every Iwenty minuie someone is
dying of cobra-bite. As we have been talking here, one person has Iost his
life somewhene.’ Mother nearly screamed on hearing it. The compound
looked sinister, The boys brought in bamboo-sticks and pressed one
into the hands of the servamt nlso, He kept desultorily poking it into the
folinge with a cynical air, “The rullnwishm'.ingnm:u}mhrdrmnm
cried aptly. They tucked up their dhoties, seized every available knife
and crow-bar and began to hack the garden. Creepers, bushes, and
lawms, weere laid low,. What could not be tnmmed was cot to the toot. The
mmner walls of the house brightened with the unobstructod glare streaming
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tn. When there was nothing more to be done Dasa asked triumphunty,
*Whene is the snake?

3. What happens someone wakes you up and asks you (o do
sumaﬂﬂng?

4. What fault did the paople find with Dasa?
!.anuhdﬁ.ﬂnﬂhpmmﬂhnmﬂm-hﬂnuhtwum
hirmn o da?

6. What was Dasa's defence?

7. What does ‘with cyhical air' mean?

8. Why did the ' quote statistics?

L1

Aunldhcggm-medﬁrlhmnlmngma.ﬁeymuhmmmpww
when Uy were engaged in n snake —hunt. On hearing it the old woman
became happy. "You are fortonate.  pewe = s
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It is God Subramanya who has 0%
come o visit you. Don't kill the
snake.” Mother was in hearty =5 ©85 & -
sgrecment. “You ore right. 1forgnt 850 TS Lin e
all abot the promised Abhishekam..

This is & reniinder.” She gave a coin
tu i beggar, whu promised (o send
chown =tk < hsrmer as she went.
Presently in old man appeared ot the paie and annotniced insell as o
siubie-haner, They gathered around him. He spobe 1o theni of lis life
amd activities and his power over snakes. They asked admiringly: “How
dio o cateh them ™ “Thus,” he said, pouncing upon a hypothetical snake
on the ground. They pointed the direction in which the cobra had gone
amdl asked him to go shead, He looked belplessly about and said, I you
shiow me the snake, 11 ut once catch it. Otherwise what can | do? The
mament you see it again, send for me. 1live nearby." He girve his ame and
address and departed.
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4. Atfivein the evening, they Loew uway weis cks and implements
and repaired io the veranda to rest. They had turned up every stone in
the garden and cut down every grass-blade and shrub, so that the tinjest
insect coming into the garden should have no cover. They were loudly
discussing the various measurss they would take to protect themselves
against reptiles in the future, when Dasa appeared before them camrying a
wiiter-pot whose mouth was sealed with a slab of stone, He put the pot
down and said:”  have caught kim in this. | saw him peeping outofit .., I
saw him before he could see me.’ He explamed at length the sirategy he
nad employed to catch and seal up the snake in the pot. They stood ata
safe distance and gazed on the pot. Dasa had the glow of a champion on
his face. *Don’t call me an idler hereafter, he said. Muther complimented
him on his sharpness and wished she had placed some milk in the pot as a
sortof religious duty, Dasa picked up the pot cautious! y and walked off
saying that he wouid leave the pot with its contert with the snake-charmer
living nearby. He became the hero of the day. They watched him in greai
admiration and decided to reward him adequately,

3. Irwas five minutes since Dasa was gonie when the youngest son cried:
"See therel” Out of 4 hole in the compound wall a cobra emerged. It
glided along towards the gate, paused for a moment to look at the pathering
in the veranda with its hood half-open. It crawled under the gate and
disappeared along a drain. When they recovered from the shock they
asked: ‘Does it mean that there are two snakes here?" The collepe ~boy
murmured: ‘I wish I had taken the risk and knocked the water-pot from
Dasa’s hand; we might have known what it contained '

B.2. Answer the following questions briefly :
1. What made the old beggar happy?
2, What did the beggar woman say?
3. Why did the snake-charmer look helplessly about?
4. Why did they cut down all the plants and the grass in the garden?
5. Cite instances from the lesson which show the old mother's
superstitious nature.
6. Did Dasa, in your opinion, really catch the cobra? Give reasons.

7. What impression of Dasa dﬂ;rwga{frnm this episode?
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GLOSSARY AND NOTES
Inmates (n): parsons living logethar

- piesta (n): rost of sleep in the earfy afiemoon

trantically (s~ ); with wiki exciiement from Rear and snodety
resumed (v} conlimeed onoe mon

- dhiemiss (v): stop thinking or talking about

pursisted (v): refused to change hes stand

speculate (v): guess

the war (n); Workd war I1. Iron was o0 of the many things that were deficull to gt during wanime.
chanted (). sang (here, spoke in a sing-song way)

banalities {of] (n): dul, commonpiace remarks (about]

asseried (V) dockired

becama aloguent on (idiem): spoke forcetully as if making & speech

in apaity - wihout inberest

bitted In {v): lorced hemsall inlo the conversabon

srraigned (v): accused

elaborated |v): worked cul the detalls of

screamed (v) gave a loud, sharp ory of lear

sindster (adj): threatening hanm and evl

desultorily (adv): In a haphazard way

poking |wes b pusheng

foliage (n): leaves of the plants

with a cynical air (idiom|: in 5 manner hat showed distrust of the others’ ideas
apily (adv). fitlingfy

hack (v): cul iughly By Diows

creepers (n): plants that grow alang tha ground

glare (n: bright light

pester () frable

mmm.p]:ﬂhﬂﬂmuﬂhd:ﬂlw movement
hypothetical (adj): suppesed, not actusl

implemanis (n): tocls

repalred (v): went

reptiles (n)- cold-blooded ankmals hat mave alang Wit body closa to fhe ground {here, snakes)
complimented () praisad

C. 1. LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS
1. The neighbours who assembled to hear of cobra talk about several things.
Make & ligt of the issues they touch upon. What does the conversation suggest
about the people’s reaction when danger strikes?
2, How do you react when your parents chide you o neglecting your duties?
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3. Read carefully the following utterances of Dasa:
There is no cobra,’
‘Where is the snake?
'l have caught him in this.'
‘Don't call me an idler hereafter,
What do these utterances tell about Dasa’s character?
4. Does the story throw any light on how people faced with sudden danger
behave?
5. Narrate in brief the people's attempt to catch the cobra,
6. MNarrate in brief what the snake charmer tells about catching a snake,

C. 2. GROUP DISCUSSION
Discuss the following in groups or pairs:
a. Giving milk to snake is & religious duty. Do you agrea? Give reasons in
favour of your argument?
b. Fnrmwdarmrmuﬂamﬂymtandlnhdawnnmmmm
mmwmmmlmmﬁf&amu‘ﬂynu.
¢. Story telling is an effective way of teaching,

C. 3. COMPOSITION
a. Wﬂtamauaayinrdmnmmmmﬂmnhmm«mmﬁﬁunsimmm

lives in our society,
b. Write a paragraph in about 100 words on the art of snake-charming

D. WORD STUDY
D.1. Dictionary Use
Ex. 1. Comect the spelling of the fallowing words:
bunglow gret distene  dredfull
impliment murmer naibour slgza

elogent baggar diging
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Ex.2. Look up a dictionary and write two meanings of each of the following
words~ the one in which it is used in the lesson and the other which s

mofe COmmOrn:
sweaar chant glare cover
MHEASLINE repair kriock walch
D.2. Word-formation
Luok at the following axarnples:
The inner walls brightened with the unobstructed glare.
The snake disappeared along the drain.

You see that in the first example prefix ‘un-' is added with ‘obstructed’ which s
past participle but is used here as an adjective. In the second example, prefix 'dis-
‘is added to a verb. In both the cases we get the opposite meaning.

Ex.1. Use 'un-' and ‘dis-" suitably before each of the following words and use
them in sentences of your own, The first one is done for you.

Liked = disliked — Naghaz dislked gelling up earfy.
obeyed
crowned
solved
befieved
changed.
cronected
decided.
announced,
ag eed
noticed
qualified
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D.3. Word-meaning
Ex. 1. Maich the words given in Column A wilh their meanings given in Column B:

Column A Column B
one of a number of persons living together idier
rest of sleep in the early aftemoon surroundings
person who does not work hack
forcetul and fiuent in speach sUnMy
plan and method used to achieve a goal sigsta
bright with sunifight aloquent
everything around and about a place sirategy
cut roughly by blows inmate
D. 4, Phrases

E:.i.Hmdﬂ'mlmmnammhrmdﬁrﬁmmamnhnmmm%mafmhMm
phrases have been used. Then use them in sentences of your own:

swear al drop in beat about the bush
ask for send for butt in
E. ACTIVITY
Ex.1. Project work:

Given below iz the list of the words that suggest different forms of story, Look up
a reference book or a good dictionary of literary terms to find out what they really
connole and how they are different from one another. Also, cite examples for
each of them:

Story

Tale

Novel

Fable

Legend

Myth

Parabla

Marative

Allegory

Anecdote



