VILLAGE SONG
Sarojini Naidu

SAROJINI NAIDU {187 1950), the ‘Nightingale of India’, was a poed,
nationaliss, fighter for women's rights and narion-builder. Her three
valumes of poems The Golden Threshold (1905},
The Bird of Time {1912) and The Broken Wing
(1912) were received warmly across the world.
Commenting on her first volume of poems, The
Times wrote, 'Her paetry seems fo sing itself as
if her swift thoughts and Srong emotions spring
into lyrics of themselves,” The Glasgow Herald
observed, ‘The pictures are of the east it is true,
but there is something Sundamenrally human in
them that seemy to prove that the best song knows
nothing of east and west.' Impressed with her
second volume with ‘a grayer music', The
Yorkshire Post remarked, ‘Mrs Naidu has not ondy enriched our language
but has enabled her to grow into intimage relation with the spirit, the
emotions, the mysticism and the glamour of the East.” The present poem ix
an avowal of the poet’s firm faith in God Sarefini Najdu expresses her
tnmost fear and pravs fo God to yuide her through darkness.

A, mmmﬂgmuﬂﬂmmmqum

1. Fnrnnmaunhmnanumummminnhmhh.ﬁuﬂm
ynumﬂnﬂnhn&lthpltm-darhmdyuuhmnammmwu.
What worries will haunt you? Will you feel afraid?

2. Hmdnmhnﬂrmummmmmmnmmhmhh?
Dnﬂmywuiwnhmﬂwuﬂrnmninindﬁhrmt?

3 Hmmmhmrﬂﬂaﬂfﬂmmmumﬂ




—_ VILLAGE SONG e
. 157

VILLAGE SONG

Full are my pitchers and far to carry,

Lone is the way and long,
Why, O why was [ templed to tarry
Lured by the boatmen's song?

Swiltly the shadows of night are falling,
Hear, O hear, is the white crane calling,

Is it the wild owl’s cry?

There are no tender moonbeams to light me,
If in the darkness a serpent should bite me,
Or if an evil spirit should smite me,

Ram Re Ram! 1 shall die.

B.1 Answer the following questions briefly :
1. What was tha speaker carrying?
2. From whera was she carrying it?
3. What made her stay longer on her way back?
4, How much passion did the girl have for song?
5, Whose cry did she haar with the fall of night?
6. Make a list of the thoughts that came to her mind on her way back?
7. Make a list of the sounds or volces that she hears on her way back?

8. How dangerous is a lightening? Explain. How would you avert it?

My brother will murmur, “Why doth she linger ™
My mother will wait and weep,

Saying, O safe may the great gods bring her,
The Jamuna's waters are deep’ ...

The Jamuna’s waters rush by so quickly,

The shadows of evening gather so thickly,

Like blackbirds in the sky. ..

0! if the storm breaks, what will betide me?
Safe from the lightning where shall  hide me? 58
Unless Thou succour my footsteps and guide me.
Ram Re Ram! | shall die.
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B.2 Answer the following quaestions briafly :
1. Who were anxiously waiting for her at home and wiy?
2. Hﬂtﬂdmurmhaahnutharmuﬂwtnhmpmyadfurhar?
3. What did her mother know about the Jamuna river?
4. What were the last two apprehensions on her way back?
8. Hﬂmh*?huu‘h&mpnm?ﬂmtdmuhammmm?
5. Find out the rhyme scheme of the poem.

GLOSSARY AND NOTES

lone {adj): lanely, desarted
tempied (v} articad, won over

tarry (v): to stay somewhere longer than one should
hured (vi: drawn in, chamed

swittly fadv}: quickly and smoathly

tender (adj). gendle, caring

smite (v} - cud, slica

murmur {v): spaak safily, make low, indistingt sound
linger {v): delay beaving

betide (v): ta come to misfartune

succour (v hely

C. 1. LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS

1. How has the poet picturised the fall of night? Give detals,
2. What does the expression ‘Ram Re Ram'
K

. 1113pua’eamhasusadanunharnfhumhrimageshﬁmpm.hﬁakea

list of these images. What do these images really suggest about fe?
4. CummﬂﬂspmmﬂhﬂubﬂﬂFmﬂ‘spm‘Emwmwwm....'
What do these poems tell about human fife and how?
5. How does your thought proceed when you perceive a danger?
6, Based on your expenence give a description of the storm,

MMhlpimmihmmuduﬁmmummmh
Mphmﬂhmummlmwhuwammwmm
hﬂlpﬂﬂmmhﬂmﬂmmhﬂmmmdm,mﬂ,
taste and touch.
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C.2. GROUP DISCUSSION
Discuss the jollowing in groups of pairs:
a. Temptation and fear are the major sources of our worry
b. The more we suffer, the more we leam

C. COMPOSITION .
a. Wnte ahﬂmm?mmnﬂmﬁmhﬂwﬂw&mmﬂﬂlnamm
how you felt at that time.
b. Suppose you are the Mukhiya of your Panchayat. You find thal staying on
the riverbanks fate in the evening is dangerous. Now write a natice in about
50 words w&mingmamﬁtanmmynurmwmmﬂdmgﬁﬂm
might betedl them il they stayed al the river bank at nights.

D. WORD STUDY
D.1. Dictionary Use
Ex. i. Correct the speliing of the following words:
picher faling moonbeams
darknes weap Quiikdy
thikly unies SUCOUT

az.mmamﬁwmmmmmmummm
_ the one in which it is used in the lesson and the other which is more common:

swift shadow fall call
cry light break quide
D.2. Word-formation
Read the following lines carefully:
Swiftly the shadows of nights are falling

Hear, O hear, is the white crane calling.
M&ikﬂ'ml‘uwim!'wtﬁmmanadmmmaﬁwdimm'mm“ﬁchhanad}wﬁm
by adding "y’ to it
Ex.1. Make advarbs Immﬂmadhﬂiumghmhalmmﬂm&tlmﬂm:
in senlences of your own:

clever quick  beautiful ight thick soft loud
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D.3. Word-meaning
Ex.1. Match the words in Column A with their meaning in Column B:
Column A Column B
area of shade storm
snake spirit
soul serpent
whisper shatow
give help to murmur
violent weather condition succour
D. 4, Phrases
Ex.1. Use the following phrases in sentences of your own, meking their meaning
clear:
reshby  faroft  tempted 1o cary away  bring up
E. GRAMMAR
Read the following lines carefully:
In the darkness a serpent shouid bite me

Or if an evil spirit should smite me
In the ahmelmm'mﬂuﬂ’haﬁbamuudtu&xpm supposition that may
not happen.
Ex.1. Frame sentences using the following verbs to express supposition:

Fall drown betide break collapse

FACTIVITY
Visit a potter in your neighbourhood and find oud:
What are pitchers used for?
What are they made of?
What are different models or designs?
How much does it cost to make a pitcher?
How much labour and skill does it need to make a pitcher?

Now do a project wark on the art of pitcher making.
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