TOO MANY PEOPLE, TOO FEW TREES

Maoti Nisani

MOTI NISANT a teacher at Waynes State University, USA, is an interdisciplinarian
holding degrees in genetics, philvsophy and psychology. He has several publications
in generics, ecology, politics, science, education, and fanguage instruction. His essay
below provides a brief introduction te the twin problem of overpopulation and
deforestation.

~A. Work in small groups and discuss the relation between population
~ and pollution. You may include these points in your discussion:
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TOO MANY PEOPLE, TOO FEW TREES

1 Human populations have always been in flux, for the simple reason that every day
some people die while others are born. Throughout most of human exisience, the
number of births was slightly higher than the number of deaths; consequently, world
populations grew at a very slow rate. A few hundred years ago, however, the siluation
began to change, especially in the industrialized world. With advances in nutrition,
sanitation, and health, people live longer and more of them rcach reproductive age.
Thus, for the firsé time in our species existence, the balance hetween the number of
deaths and births has been significantly disturbed. Consequently, during the last three
centuries or o, the global human population has been rapidly going up. Every year, in
fact, the world's population grows by more than 80 million people. Itis, for instance,
sobering to recal! that for every eleven human heings alive now, only one was alive in
the year 1950!

2 On first stght, it may appear that, when it comes to something as valuable as a
human being, the more we have, the better off we are, In sotne ways, this is true. All
things being equal, more people are likely to gencrate more inventions, more
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technological breakthroughs, and more corporate profits. Bul, taken as a

~ ecologists are convinced that the world 1s already overpopulated.

Human populations cannot continue t grow indelinitely for the simpled
the world itsell is finite. Moie people will need even more food than they ne
and therefore, the process ol delorestation will continue so that, eventually, wi
will vanish. Ab the pnpul:n‘mn goes up, so does pollution of rivers, lakes, air, dn
e people both town a nd country become more crowded.
B we place on human life, will continue to erode. When
k in such things as food production, number of physiciar,

exacerbale crime, ethinic conflicls, and wartare.

The Aumerican government, to take another example, estunates that some 60,00
Amernicans dic cach vear from respiratory diseases which are in turn caused by hum:
made pollution. Fourleen Americans dic cach day of asthma aggravated by air pollutiol
three times the incidence of just twenly years ago, Needless to say, the situation
cities like Los Anpeles, Rathmandu, Mexico, and St ghai is even worse, In all the:
cases, Lhe situation could be considerably improved by controlling pollution an
population.

Moreover, the world, as we have scen, faces such frightening problems ¢
desertification, depletion of nonrenewsable resources (e.g., patrol, natural gas, helium
acid rain, loss of wild species, ozone layer depletion, and the greenhouse effect.
Uinited Nations 1993 document puts it this way: “Population size and rates of growi
are key elements in environmental change. At any level of development, increase
pupulations Increase energy use, resource consumption and environmental stress
So. the mote people the world has, the more severe these problems are likely |
hecome.
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8 The delorestation crisis is not new, Many earlier civilizations, including those of the
Midedle Fast, New Mexico, and Easter Island, precipitated their own decline through
overpopulation and deforestation. The difference is that we are destroying our forests
faster, and on a larger scale, than ever before.

9 Earlier in this century. forcsts covered around 40% of the earth’s tolal land area.
By this century’s end, thal figure will stand at about 25%. The destruction of forest, in
turn contributes to such things as the greenhouse effect, irreversible loss of many
thousands of species of plants and animals, landslides, soil erosion, siltation of rivers
and dams, droughts, and weather extremes. Forinstance, as the trees of Nepal are cot
dawn, its topsoll is gradually being lost and its rains are likelier W cause devastating
tloods in Indiz and Bangladesh,

[0 The eventual consequences ol massive and ongoing deforestation are uncertain,
hut they are likely to damage the quality of life on earth, reduce the number of life
forms that share the planet with us, and hamper the ability of the biosphere to sustain
life. Humanity can continue to fell trees, cross its fingers, and hope for the best, Or it
can take hold of its future and reverse the process of delorestation.

B.2.1. Gomplete the followi h;&:anl;anm
1.  The more we have, the ST
2. History and common sense tell us that we ,_ﬁ._:t :

3. Asthe population grows, mnrﬂnﬁdgﬁnm

4. Forestcovered around 40% of the AR

What hampers the nhilil]r of the biosphere to sustain mﬁﬂ +. itk
How does deforestation in Nepal aﬂuqt India? 5

GLOSSARY AND NOTES

flux {n) : continuous fow

existence (n): the state or fact of being real or Iving

sanitation (n): improvement in santtary methods,

specias (n): group having some common characleristics

sobering (adj;: serious.

vanish (v): to disappear.

tantamount (adj}: equivalent /
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axacerbate (v); to make sour and bitter
ethnic : pertaining o races
erode (v); to destroy
desertification (n) the process of becoming or making something a desert
defy (v); resist apenly
campaign (n): organised course of action,
arable {adj): fit for cultivation
tropical (ad)): pertaining to the lropics.
pastures (n): land for grazing of caitle,
landslides {n): falling of rocks and stones from mountains
devastating (v): causing destruction
hamper (v): to hinder

C.1. LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS
1. Why have human populations always been in flux?

2. What does the writer mean by reproductive age? How do people reach

this age?

3. What is human made pollution? How has it affected Amarica? How will

-it affect your locality?

4. Population size and rates of growth are key elements in environmental
change. Explain with any two examples from your own society.

5. How do countries like Germany, Switzerland, China, Thiland and Egypt
manage to 'reverse' or slow down population growth? What does -

‘reverse’ mean here? How has it been possible?

C.2. GROUP DISCUSSION
Discuss the following in groups or pairs:

1. “Rising population and deforestation are likely to damage the quality of

life on the earth.”

C.3. COMPOSITION

1. Write a letter to your friend, emphasising the need of population control.

D. WORD STUDY
D.1. Dictionary Use:
Ex.1. Correct the spelling of the following words:

existense Specis allready

contineu eventualy fourty

resorses probelm compain
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D.2. Fill in the blanks with suitable form of words given below:
We are ................. our forest. {destroy)
We are destroying our forest.
rise lose go grow
1. As population .................. up, more and more people are forced to
convert forests into farmlands,

2. Infact world population has beenrapidly .................... up
3. As population ..................... up, so does pollution of river, lakes. air,

drinking water and soil.
4. Asthe trees of Nepal are cut down, its topsoilisbeing ........................

D.3. Match the following words in column A with the meanings in column B

A B
. grim (a) unsatisfied
li. decisive (b) cutdown
iii. affluent {(c) tosupport.
iv. insatiable (d) severe, horrible.
v, felled () wealthy
vi. sustain (fy deciding

E. GRAMMAR
Look at the following sentence;

It may appear that, when it comes to something as valuable as a human -
being, the more we have, the bettar off we are.

Here ‘may’ indicates posslibility. 'May' is a 'Modal' or
‘Modal Auxiliary'.
can, may, shall, will, could, might, should, would, must, dare, need,
used to and ought to are called Modals or Modal Auxiliaries.

MNow lock at the following sentences:

May | come in, please? Yes, you may. (Here 'may’' indicates permissior)
‘May' indicates 'possibility, wish, permission';

You can take this pen. (Here ‘can' indicates permission.)

Ravi can solve this problem (Here 'can' indicates ability.)
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'Can’ indicates 'power, capacity, ability’; in informal use 'permission’ also.
He said that he could do it (indirect speech.)
When Rohit was young, he eould run twenty miles (Here 'could’ indicates
'past ability, power'.)

‘Could' Indicates 'past ability / power / capacity' eic. It also indicates an
unraal situation and a polite request.
You must do as you are told. (Here 'must’ indicates 'compulsion’)
You must have heard about Pt. Nehru (Here 'must' indicates 'strong
possibility’)

'Must' indicates ‘compulsion, strong possibility, duty, certainty’
We should love our country (Here 'should’ indicates 'duty'.)

'Should' indicates 'duty, obligation, advice, instructions'.

Ex.1. Fillin the blanks with suitable Modals given below:

can may should could must i

kW e serve our master honestly.
i, Soldiers......ceemen obey their commander.
i F | S rain today.
(Il P, lift this box.
v Hesaidthathe........ catch a caobra.
vi. Jackwas sostrongthatone ... not defeat him.
vil. Candidates ...............-. answer all the questions.
Viil. W8 ..orvrenrines honour our National Flag.
ix, My father............ be late today.
' A . win the race.
F. ACTIVITIES

1. Whatbig changes do youfind in your surroundings? Make & fist with the
help of three experienced persons in your locality.
2. Ask your geography teacher to explain desertification and its impact on

human life.
3. Do a project work on the devastation caused by flood.
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G. TRANSLATION
Transiate the following sentences into English:

% oor-fom 1 aman we wfed

1.
2. T8 9 © wan

3. ® w9 Sem k)

4, G when § sl @ Te
5.

6
7
8
9.
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