STOPPING BY WOODS ON A SNOWY EVEN ING
Robert Frost

ROBERT FROST (1874 -1961), often called the ‘New England Powl’  was
bom in San Francisco but moved at an Eany age fo New England on the Eqy
coast. Returning 1o the Slates he devored himself
o poefry and teaching, He alse warked as g
Newspaper editor, cobbier and farmer. His poems
deseribe erdirary Peapile and simple YEIngy in a
Very simple and lucid language, but hiy apparenily
simiple theney aften contain complex Heanings, He
bears a cloge rexemblance 1o Wardsworth in hiy
love for nature. His works include A Boy's Will
(1913), North of Boston (1914), Mountain Interval
(1916), New Hampshire (1923, West-Running
Brook (1928), and A Fupther Range (1936). Frogq
WOR RURERLS avardy including twe Pulit-er Prizes, and by the time he defivered
his poem ‘The Gift Qutright’ ar the Inauguration of President John F Kennedy
in 1961, he had achieved the status af unafficial poer laureare of America,

A. Work in small groups and discuss the following:
1. You are going somewhere for 5 very important work. On the way
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Whose woods these are | think I know,
His house is in the village though,

He will not see me Stopping here.

To watch his woods fil] up with snow,
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My litthe horse must think it queer 5
To stop without a farmhouse noar

Between the woods and froeen lake
The darkest evening of the year.

He gives his harness bells a shake
Toask if there is some mistake
The oaly other sounds the sweep
Of easy wind and downy flake.

The woods ane lovely, dark and deep,
But | have promises o keep,
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Anid miles o go befare sleep, 15
And miles to go before | sleep.
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B1.1 Write T for true and F for false statement :
(i) The speaker is passing through a jungle.
(i} The speaker is riding a horse.
(ili) He sees a farmhouse in the jungle.
(iv) He certainly knows the owner of the jungle.
{v) It is snowing.
{vi) The speaker is riding the horse in the marning.
{vii) The speaker shakes the harness beall.
{viii) The wind is blowing hard.
{ix) The horse s very big.

B.1. 2.
1.
2.

3.

. How many times does the speaker use the word ‘woods"? Which

. Which promises is the speaker talking about?

. What does ‘And miles to go before | sleep’ suggest?

. Find out the rhyme schame of the pocm.

. Which words evoke the sense of sound? Make a list of such words.
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Answer the following questions briefly :

Why does the horse find the situation strange?

The speaker refers to the owner of the woods in the opening
stanza. Who does the owner stand for here?

Does the speaker like the scene? Which words or phrases

suggest this?

adjectives does he use for woods?
What does ‘sleep’ mean in this poem?




GLOSSARY AND NOTES
woods () forest, jungls
S 1t
{n ): cottage
hamass bells n}: bells hanging from saddies '
weep (). solt clear sound sugpesting the continucus mation of the wind
downy (ad): soft, Iethery, fluffy
fiaka (n.) flack, snowflake

promises |nj: responsibifity, task, mission
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ONG ANSWER QUESTIONS

mmmrnmmmmmmmmmm
how?

What function does the repetition in the last two lines of the poem serve?
What does ‘hamess bell' suggest here?

The woods are lovely, dark and deep’, Explain,
mmmmmmmmmmmmmmwm
your mission unless you overcome these temptations. Do you agree? Iustrate
with examples,
!Imhmhﬂmmwmmﬁmmmﬂmmruh.
what will you choose? Why? Give reasons,

C. 2. GROUP DISCUSSION
Discuss the following in groups or pairs:
a. Resolution and determination lead us to our goal but deprive us of worldly

pleasures. Do you agree? Give examples in favour of your arguments.

b. Can work and pleasure go together? Why or why not? If yes, how?
C. 3. COMPOSITION
Expand the ideas contained in the following in about 100 words:

Work is worship

b.  The world is too much with us

0. GRAMMAR
E ACTIVITIES
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evening, Read it aloud 1o yoor friends and ask for their comments.

2. Organise an inter - section debate on ‘Pleasure i5 entirely subjective

nferpretation’

Request your teacher to preside over the funclion,



