ECHO AND NARCISSUS

Moira Kerr and John Beneti

The present myth from Greek mythology intorduces bwo peaple, Echo and Nareissis.
Their names have a meaning in the myth that has carried over 1o our present dey
langauge. The given piece has been vendered in English by MOIRA KERR AND
JOHN BENETT.

ECHO AND NARCISSUS

| Nat many men, or cven gods, were as handsome as young Narcassus. 5o [air was he

o =d.ah W =

that almost everyone who saw him fell in love with hun that merment.

(ne day, as Narcissus roamed the [orests with his hunting companions, he was
spicd by the watchful nymph Echo. She had once been a great chatterer, ready to talk
to any passer-by on any subject at any time, and on several oeeasions she had detained
goddess Hera with hours of casual talks, just as Hera was on the: point of stumbling
upon Zeus with one of his illicit loves. Eventually Hera grew so annoyed that she put a
curse on Echo, and from that time on the unfortunate nymph could say nothing but the
Last few words that she heard. )

Trembling, Echo followed Narcissus through the trees. She longed (0 go closerto
him to gaze upon the beauty ol his face, but she feared that he would laugh at her silly
speech. Before long, Narcissus wandered away from his companions, and when he
realised he was lost, he called in panic. “Is there anybody here?”

“Here!" called Echo.

Mystified by this reply, Narcissus shouted. “Come!”

“Come!” shouted Echo.

Narcissus was convinced that someone was playing trick on him.

“Why are you avoiding me?” he called, The only answer he heard was fis own
question repeated from Lhe woods.
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“Come hers, and let us meet!” pleaded Narcissas,

“Letus meet!” Echo answered, delighted,

She overcame her shyness, und crept from her hiding place io spproach Narcissus.
But he, satisfied now thal he ha solved the mystery of the voice, roughly pushed hei
away and ran.

“Twould die Lofore |eronld have you near me!™ he
shouted mockingly over his shoulder,

Helpless, Echo had o call atter him, T would have vou
rigar me!”

The nymph was 50 embarrassed and ashamed tiat she
hid herself in a dark cave, and never came into the air and
sunlight again. Her youth and beauty witherad away, and
her body becamie so shrunken and tny that eventually she
vanished aliogether. All that was left was the pathetic voice
that still roams the world, anxious to talk, yet able only to
repeat what otheis say.

Foor Echo was not the only one to be treated brutally by Narcissos, Fe had
played with many hearts, and at last one of those he had scomed prayed 1o the gods
that Narcissus would some day find himself scorned by one he loved, The prayer was
heard, and eranted.

Tired and thirsty from his hunting, Narcissus threw himself down beside a stili,
clear pool to drink. As he leaned over the shining surface, he saw the reflection of the
ot beautiful face he had ever seen. His heart wrembied «i the sight. and he could not
tear himself away from it — his own image.

For a long time Narcissus remained there beside the pool, never raising his eyes
from the surface, and from time to time murmuring words of love. Al last his body
withered away and became the stem of a flower, and his head the lovely gold and
white blossom which still looks inlo guiet pools, and is called Narcissus.




GLOSSARY AND NOTES

raam {v] : lo walk or travel around an area witheul any definite aim ar direction

nymph {n): spirit of nature in the form of a young woman

passer-by [n): a person whe passes somebody ar samething

detain {v): fo delay somebody ar prevent him fram going somewhere.

stumbling upon: discavering something’ somebody unexpectedly

mystify (v}: to make somebody confused

annoyed (adj): slightly angry )

curse (n]: a word or phrase ar senlence calling for the punishmend, injury ar dastruction of something ar
somebody

trembling (adj): shaking from fear, excilament

long (v): to want semething very much

gaze (v). fo look steadily at somebody or something for & leng time

embarrassad {adj): 1o feel awlkward or ashamed

wither (v): o becorne less or weaker, especially belore disappearing complately

shrunken {adj): become smaller and less attractive

altogethar (adv); insvery way, complalaly

pathetic [adj). pliful, sad

anxlous {adj); desirous

brutally {adv); in a viclent and cruel manner

scorned {v); showed contempt

image (n): reflaction

murmuring {n): a low quiet voice

C.1. LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS
1. Who was Narcissus? What was special about him?
2. Who was Echo? Who cursed him and why? What was the curse?
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3. Why did Echo follow Narcissus? Why was she eager to talk to him?

4. Describe what happened during the meeting of Echo and Narcissus.

9. Why was the nymph embarrassed and ashamed? What was the result
of it?

6. Who prayed to gods against Narcissus? What did she pray? Was it
granted?

7. What happened to Narcissus when he went to the pool to quench his
thirst?

8. Whatfeeling do you have when you see your reflection in a mirror?
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C.2. GROUP DISCUSSION
1. If you meet two persons, one having a beautiful face and the other a

beautiful heart, whom would you prefer and why?
2. Falling in love with oneself is dangerous. Do you agree?

C.3.COMPOSITION
1. Write a paragraph in about 80 words on ‘Beauty is only skin-deep',

D. WORD STUDY
D.1. Dictionary Use
Ex.1. Correct the spelling of the following words:

handsum watchfull ilicit
anoyed embarassed blosom

Ex.2. Look up a dictionary and write two meanings of the following words - the
one in which itis used in the lesson and the other which is mare common.

handsome pleaded tiny
roamed convinced quiet
companion pool anxious

D.2. Word Formation _
EX.1. Read carefully the following sentences taken from the lesson:

She overcame her shyness.........

Helpless, Echo had to call after him.......

In the first sentence, the word ‘shyness’is an abstract noun which is
derived from the adjective ‘shy’ by adding the suffix '-ness’ to it. in the
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second sentence the word ‘helpless’ is an adjective which is derived
from the noun ‘help’ by adding suffix '-less’ o it.

Now, make at least 10 words each by adding suffixes “ness’ and “-less’
to different nouns and adjectives.

Ex.2. Read carefully the following sentences taken from the lesson:

But he, satisfied now that he had solved the mystery of the voice,
roughly pushed her away and ran.....

"I would die before | would have you near me!” he shouted mockingly
over his shoulder.

In the first sentence the word ‘roughly’ is an adverb which is
derived from the adjective ‘rough’ by adding the suffix Iy’ to it. In the
second sentence, again the adverb ‘'mockingly’ is derived from the
adjective ‘mocking’ by adding the suffix “ly' 1o it. Now, make adverbs
from the following adjectives.

akitkel  aaasin slow . WIS8 e
R s SIBBE sssaseas intelligent ................
beautiful ... caraless ........... strong e
bitter o heart ... clear ... P
5| R O foolish  ......cc.e PO i

D.3. Word Meaning
Ex.1. Find out from the lesson the words of which the meanings have been given

in Column A. The last part of each word has been given in Column B:

A B
spiritinthe formofawoman mph
make somebody confused tify
feltawkward assed
refuse somethinginpride L, orm
violentlyanderuelly e, ally
pitiful e, tic
wanting somethingvery much o, ous

D.4. Phrases
Ex.1. Read the lesson carefully and find out the sentences in which the

following phrases have been used. Then use these phrases in
sentences of your own.
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follow through before long play trick on
wither away tear oneself away at last

E. GRAMMAR
Tired and thirsty from his hunting, Narcissus threw himself beside a

stilf,clear pool to drink.

As he leaned over the shining surface, he saw the reflection of the most
beautiful face he had ever seen.

In the first sentence 'hunting’ has been used as a ‘Gerund' whereas in the
second sentence ‘shining’ has been used as a Participle. _

A Gerund is a verbal noun; itis formed by adding -ing’ to the end of the first
form of the Verb.As a noun, it is used in various ways. It is used as a
subject, as an object to a verb, as an object of a preposition and as a
complement of a verb etc; e.g.
Swimming is a good exercise.
| like painting.
A Gerund can also be used after prepositions: e.g.
He stopped me from smoking

Itis used in the following ways:

a) as a subject
Swimming is a good exercise.
Smoking is injurious to health.
Walking is good for health

b) as an object
| like painting
She hates smoking
I know swimming

Ex.1. Fill up the blanks with suitable gerunds.
. Hewasaccusedof .................... A e T S

1

2.

2. Feontrolled mySEI FION - i i S s S S oo,
i HE B, 0 i i asmasmasmessssess S smsmsssererserioeas i cesesiesman ruffians.
5

The Participle as is obvious in the second sentece ('shining’) works as
a Verb as well as an Adjective. The main difference between a Gerund
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and a Participle is that a Gerund works as a noun and a verb while a
Participle works as an Adjective to qualify Nouns or Pronouns.
There are three kinds of Participles
1. Present Participle
2. Past Participle

3. Perfect Participle
The present participle 'shining' in the second sentece above has been

used as an Adjective. See another example:
Barking dogs seldom bite.

=

Ex. 2. Fill up the blanks to make meaningful sentences.
o AOING BT ..coovmmmmmnaan i s

- I waschamed by the ... i i .
. Patpaisa . usa i .. Ol
. Thisismy ............. T room.
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Past Participle :- Itis formed by adding - ‘d’, ‘ed’, ‘t, ‘en’, and ‘ne’ to the
end of verbs. It always functions as an Adjective. !
A tired man can't work well,
| found the room locked.
She gave a written statement.
Ex. 3. . Write ten sentences using Past Participle form of different Verbs as
Adjectives.

Perfect Participle : It is formed by using the word ‘Having' before the Past
Participle form of the Verb i.e. (Having + Past Participle) or (Having + \?);
eg.

Having taken his meal he went to school.
Having fallen at the feet of his mother he started weeping.

The difference among the use of Present Participle, Past Partici ple

and Perfect Participle:
(a) The Present Participle is used to denote an unfinished action; e.g.
| saw a running horse in the circus. (It shows that the action is

taking place or is in progress or unfinished)
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(b) Past Participle is used to denote a finished action: e.g.
She gave a written statement.(It shows a finished action)
(c) Perfect Participle is used to denote a finished action before another action
takes place; e.g.
Having taken his meal he went to college.
Ex. 4. Write ten sentences using Present Participle form of different verbs.
Ex. 5. Write ten sentences using Past Participle form of different Verbs.
Ex. 6. Write ten sentences using Perfect Participle forms of different Verbs.

F. ACTIVITIES
1. Collect two fairy tales,

2. Read the story Echo and Narcissus carefully and narrate it in your
own words,

G TRANSLATION
Translate the following sentences into English:
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