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I PASS THE DELHI TEST
8. M. Gavaskar

SUNIL MANOHAR GAVASKAR (b.10 July 1949, the legendary Indian opening
Barsman, is also o remowned TV commentator and prolific writer. In addition to munmerous
write-ups in leading journals, he has authored three best-
selling books Sunny Days (1976), Idols (1983 and Runs
‘n Ruins { 1981 ). Born and brought up in Bombay where
he anended St Xavier' High School and College, the
‘Little Master’, Is the first batsman in Test Cricket to
have surpassed Don Bradman'’s world record of 29 test
centuries. By the time he retived from the Test Cricket, he
had made 34 test centuries in 125 text marches, setting o
e warrld record, Though this record has been broken by
anather legendary Indian bagsmian Sachin Tendutker, bt
the fact remains that most of Gavaskar s hundreds were
séared as an opener, facing all the fury of the new boil, SN
a feat nat achieved by anyane in Test Cricket till date. o=

In the present exiract token from Runs ‘n Ruins, Guvaskar recounts his experiences
when he was going through a lean patch af his career and how peaple and he himself
hied lorst fuith in his abiling. The extrocr (5 a wonderful example of how failare can be
the pillars of success pro vided one has the determination to do s,

A. Work in small groups and discuss the following questions:

1. Do you play crickat? How much do you fike it?

2. Where and how did the game of cricket originata?

3. How many countries play Test Cricket? Can you make a list of thess
countries?

4, What is tha difference between a Test Match and a limiled over one-
day malch?

5. Which form of cricket do you like more? Give reasons.
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TPASS THE DELHI TEST

We had another two days to practise in Delhi before the Second Test began,
On the eve of the test, my second book, Jdals, was released by Kapil Dev,
the Indian skipper, with Clive Lloyd as chiefl guest. Michael Holding and Jeff
Dujon hanoured the functions by their presence. There were plenty of Pressmen
around and the atrmosphere was very cordial,

Within hours the battle was to be resumed, so we went back to the hotel 1o
rest. There was littke of rest however, since iy wife's friend from college days,
Bijoya, dropped in to see her. As they were neeting each other after seven or
eight years, they had a lot of news and gossip lo exchange and then during the
evening Bijova's sisters and brother dropped in with their spouses, with the
restilt that there was almost an impromptu party in our little mom. This was
the first time | missed the privilege of being the captain because a skipper gets
a suite and so is able o look after his-guests better, Most hotels where we
stayed and the local Cricket Associations were kind enough to give me a
room to myself, though it home series only the skipper is entitled 1o one and
i a vice-captain s named , then he also gets a single room.

Bijoya and her sisters left around midnight, with Bijoya waming me that 1
had better do well the next day as that was going to be her first day at a Test
Madch. Eaﬂierhzdmmnﬁg,mwhaimhnmﬂfmnlh&ﬂn&rdﬁmﬁmﬁm
T was accosted by some young girls who had asked me to score the fastest
century of my career the next day, I remember laughing at that because |
would have been happy to score even half that much in the game, so low was
my confidence at that stage,

It was certainly not helped by the derisive comments passed earlier in
the day by part of the crowd which had come to watch vs practize. | even
picked up a person from the erowd who had said something nasty and
had an exchange of words with him, [ left the nets early and sat in the
dressing room, having informed Kapil that rather than pick up a fight
with the crowd, 1 would be better for me to be insids, Apparently Kapil
did not like the fact that T had Jeft the nets. though at that moment he did
not say unything. My intention was quite simply to try and keep cool and
be relaxed than get upset by the taunis of the crowd. Crowds all over India
itre basically the same and are particularty adept at kicking a man when he is
down,
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Next morning | woke up earlier than usual and saw that a fow messages
had been shoved under the door along with the newspapers. A couple of
messages meant a lot and 50 when I went to the ground, 1 was feeling
relaxed and completely at case, After our customary Wirm-up exercises, u
ritou thst mahwﬂmnlymwhmday'sngtufmmmm-minmuﬁmml
cricket, we went back to our dressing room. The Manager wiis Dilip Sardesal,
a jovial person, and he was joking with us when Kapil walked in with a huge
grin saying that be had won the toss al Tast and that we would be batting, With
those words the familiar tightening of the stomach muscles took place and the
feeling that another Test Match was 1o begin came on. Irrespective of how
many years or how many tests one has played, the nervous lension never
seemns 1o vanish. Actually, it is a good thing, becaunse it shows that one cares
ahout one's performance and the tension makes one that much keener,

B.1. Answer the following questions briefly .

1. Which book of Gavaskar was released on the eve of the test?

Who released the book?

Who was the chief guest? Who were the other important

guests?

Gavaskar could not take good rest, as he had intended. Why?

‘Within hours the battie was to be resumed, so we went back

io the hote! to rest.” What does the ‘battle’ refer to?

Why did Gavaskar leave the nets early during practice? What

was Kapil's reaction?

What did the young girls ask Gavaskar? Why did he laugh at

their request? What does it suggest about the level of his

confidence?

7. Howfar, do you think, is it proper to make derisive comments
when a good player is struggling to regain his form? Does it
help the player anyway?

8. ‘A couple of messages meant a lot.’ What does Gavaskar
mean by this?

9. How do you feel when your friends or relatives offer their
best wishes when you are getting ready for exams? Does it
help you anyway?

10.What are you feelings on the eve of an important
examination? Do you feel any sort of anxiety even after a

good preparation? If so, why?

o @ pe P
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Ihad planned how | was going to tackle the bowling. So When Anshuman
and | walked out to bat, T was feeling relaxed. The Delkg wicket is normally a
beautiful batting track though it helps seam bowling initially, but this mioming
the bowlers got no help, In any case, the West Indians are not quick in the air
to swing the ball. They do make the ball move after pitching, which is even
miore difficult, Marshall's third ball saw me ol [ the mark with 4 couple of runs
past pomnt. That was another hurdle passed. No batsman likes to score a
duck. When one scores a run (o Open one’s aecount, there is great relief that
one is not going to be an utter failure, which a zero signifies, There was a
bouncer in the over and I hooked it, which brought a frown on the bowler's
face, followed by a cunning smile. | smiled hack to say. ‘Right. Today you
bounce and | am going 1o hook.'

In the next over I got a quicker bouncer which | tapped rather than hooked
for a boundary and I knew then that it was going to be my day, Every time
Marshall bounced, I hooked, There were two alarms, one physical and the
other which almost cut short my tenure, When 1 was 16, & bouncer came
sereaming it my face and | missed my shot, but luckily the ball brushed my hat
and went through Dujon's gloves. The umpire did not signal anything, so runs
were added against my name, though I haad actually not micked that hal), Perheyps
the umpire was misled by the sound of the hall brushing my cap and though
that meant that a chance would be registered against my name. [ was not
complaining, for | got some runs, and EVETY run in tests counts. The second
alarm came when 1 hit the ball off the middle but it went at a height where
Roger Harper or Joel Gamer could have leapt and canght the ball. Forunately,
the fielder was not as tall as these two and so 1 g0l 51X runs instead.

T'was enjoying myself, because the ball was coming through nicely and one
could play shots without worrying about movement off the wicket, So there
were drives and even the odd square drive in this innings. I had a good bat
too, &0 the ball went off like an obedient thing when told to do so, | had no
clue that | had passed 50, because there was secmingly no appliuse. 1 found
out later that I had got it with 4 shot for a boundary and so the applause had
mingled. I don't look at the scoreboard or the clack when I am batting. It
surprises many people, but that's the absolute truth. I1is not superstition, but
because | feel under Jess tension and | am more relaxed like this than if | was
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aware | was close to a century. When one istieds a century and knows it, then
ﬂmis&mpmﬁhmwufhﬁmhuﬂymwmmmgm&wm
Aﬂ.ﬂﬂﬂ.Ihnwdwnyﬁheuavﬂdmmummn’qhnuHhEMnmm
one's quest for more runs,
: ﬁuswhen[ﬂickadnhaﬂfmmhlamlmupﬂhﬂdmuﬂiIMEHENn
MHW.IWHMMWMDEWWMMEMN
said, “Well played’, and thrust his hand out. He must have known by the
expression on my facer that 1 did not
kmwmymhmu&élm‘sﬂ'ﬂ&mﬂy
hedl! 1t's vour twenty-ninth.” Jefl Dujon
and Viv Richards were there to pump my
hund and offer their congratulations, and
Clive Lioyd was muking his way from the
First ship to offer his hand. | just shook my
head in wonder becanse in my mind |
thought | was in the 80s and here [ was
already past a century. [l was &
benumbing moment. Ever since my reium
from the West Indies, people were cager
for me to score the 291h century and so
whether it was & plane, txi, office, hotel
Jobby o restaurint, strangers would walk - :
up and offer their good wishes for me to score that hundred. Much & 1
wmmmm.mm*%mﬂymm‘wumu
little strident fo the ears. It was therefore a great relief to get that century and
m#mdelighmﬂntmufmymwmmmmmitpﬁmﬂy
myﬂfwhﬂpdmﬂyhﬂmﬂmhhﬂlimﬂlmwfw
it There is simply mmlmuwﬁnmygmﬂhﬂnmﬂmlmﬁmaﬂchb
Imfmﬂmmyumyhnm'mppmad.mmagnd.mdmﬁmﬂile
dudngnwmm[tmughmﬂwmlyﬂnmglmndnmmyﬁnirhﬁmmﬁn
iqmwmdmmnwmmlmbeham&hwhﬁnﬂtdﬁmm,
Mmﬂﬂhimﬁngﬁhmcfnhlmmlph}ﬁuifmudmm
nmmnwrhcwhmmmhmndmyuﬂmnpmﬁlphm
fuwa:d:ndnﬁsmdm&mllMymthjmmHhﬂhimmfmm

w
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and I was surprised because | do not think I have ever played so many shots
to geta century. Most of my centuries have a liberal sprinkling of ones and
twos and take their time coming and this was definitely the quickest in terms of
time as well as deliveries faced, Yet it is not my best test century, My best test
century was the one scored in the first test at Old Trafford in 15974. There the
conditions were against batting and I had not scored a test century for three
and a half years. In fact the last one I had scored wis durning my debut series
in the West Indies in 1971, So there were doubts in my mind then about my
ability to score runs, That knock in Manchester was an important point in my
carcer and gave a new lease to my cricketing life.

B.2. Answer the following questions briefly:

1. Why was Gavaskar finding it easy to play?

2. Give two instances when luck favoured Gavaskar during the
match.

3. What is ‘another hurdie’ Gavaskar talks about?

4. “l don’t look at the scoreboard or the ciock when | am
batting.” What light does it throw on Gavaskar's way of
batting?

5. “Bloody-hell! It's your twenty-ninth.” Who said this? What
does the ‘twenty-ninth’' refer to? Why did it bring delight to
the countrymen?

6. How does applause help a performer? Have you ever
experienced it?

7. Which one did Gavaskar consider to be his best test century
and why?

GLOSSARY AND NOTES

spouse (n): other hall, husband or wite

impramptu (ad): unplanned, unpremeditated

shove (v} 1o push something with force

grin (n): a big smils that shows your teeth

toss (nj: an act of throwing cain into the air in arder i make a decision based cn which side e
coin falts on,

Irrespective (adv): despite a particufar fact siluation or quakty

duck (req): e

utter {2d): compiete, often used for emphasising how bad someons ar somathing is

frown (n): An expression showing annoyance




<go | PASS'THE DELHI TEST =T g
- 55 S s

m[n]:mmmhmmmmmmmmmmmm
nmick (v): touch of glance
nﬂmm[n}:anmlmmmmﬂmannwhmﬂmﬂmnm
strident (ad|). unpéeasant, raucous, harsh

chide m:mapeaklnanm'-wmmﬂm :

debut (n); the first time & payer of & pestormer appears in public

\sase (n): new enacgy and enthus@sm

C. 1. LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS

5

'Right. Tndaywuhmmamlammmhmu'wmmmumm
about Gavaskar's plan 1o tackle West Indian bowling?
'ldunnttmnkltﬂwmmﬁrﬂdmmwmmmwamﬂwﬂm
mnﬂﬁeshmahrﬂ%ﬂhﬂdnmﬂhﬁﬂhﬁ&ﬂﬁmﬂm
ammhwaadewmaqumﬁinmamﬂmmmﬂﬂm
faced.’ Does the stalement suggest any change in Gavaskar's batting in
this particular match? If yes, what kind of change is suggestad here?
Plchwsmtancaaasmmmsmuladinma earlier two guestions and
avaluate how far it is justified to say thal Gavaskar was a good planner of
the game.

Notwithstanding that it was his quickest century, Gavaskar does not think i
was his best century. Why?
Huwmm&m&nmnh'ymnaﬂmmlm (Gavaskar? Give evidence
from the lesson.

‘Crowds all over India are basically the same and are paricularly adept al
kldtingamanwtmhaisdmm.'mh:duymagmwrm Gavaskar's
observations? Can you cite examples rom cricket or etsewhere — In favour
of or against this observation?

Who among the modem cricketers, in your opinion, show the kind of
concentration and appiication that Gavaskar used to show?

{Offence Is the best strategy of defence.’ How does Gavaskar's century
prove this?

A good autobiography i honest. The author describes success and admils
failures, accepts blame and claims credit. In what ways do you think Sunil
Gavaskar is honest in writing about his experiences? Use specific references
from the lesson as examples.
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C. 2. Group Discussion
Discuss the foflowing Iin groups or pairs:
8. Fortune favours the brave
b. Modelling affects sporisperson’s performance

C. 3. Composition
Wﬁieap&ramphhahmtmﬂmrdsmmmmhﬂmﬂm:
a. The sportsperson you like most
b, Farfurmhghunfaumnahiem:ﬁﬂnnismmﬁtmagﬂmm
c. Where there is wil there is a way

D. WORD STUDY

D.1. Dictionary Use
Ex. 1. Carrect the spelling of the following words:
acosted @xchenge obediant boundry
impromiu privillage necesary impira
benuming encoraged

Ex. 2. Look up a dictionary and write two meanings of each of the following
words - the one in which it is used in the lassen and the other which is
more common:

look function plan strident
name surprise test laase
D.2. Word-meaning

Ex. 1. Find from the lesson words the meanirgs of which have been given on the
}eﬂharnfsida_'rha!asipanuf&achnwdfsgﬁummmaﬂgmmmmar

a big smile that sows your teeth: s enssilll
skiful at doing something ™7 .t
10 crilicise someone in an angry way: e ide
the first time a performer or player appear in public il

anavmtnracfﬂevmmnlﬂ'ﬂtmamsanmpmanlmgainamﬁ .......... stone
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an expression on your face made by moving eye-brows: evssves WM
to push somecne or something with force: SRR obe
mﬂaﬂufhﬂﬂhgnmhinmmaalr:nmdartnmammm .......... 85
D. 4. Phrases

Em,naadmammwﬂulwmwmmmmmmmmmm
Wmaﬂﬁhlﬂtﬂﬁﬂuﬁﬂd.mmﬂﬂﬂlnmmﬁwm:

drop in at times look after  pick up at ease

E. GRAMMAR
Ex, 1, Read the sentences carefully.
| had left the nel. He had won the foss.

1nmmwmmamth Perfect Tense. Change the
ﬂmﬂngmmeslmPale&rlent‘me:

1. | read a book.

2. He cleans tha floor,

3. They have played for India.
4. You will do the work.

5. The boy is eating & mango.

F. ACTIVITY
Ex 1. Registers
wﬂrﬂs!ikaﬂm,pﬂ,mmmusadhspmlmmhm In other words
they are the registars of crickel. Read the lesson carefully and find out the registers
of cricket used in the lesson. Hmuumamumhmmmmm
the help of your game teacher or relerence books | dictionaries.




