MOTHER INDIA
Subhash Chandra Bose

SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE (1897-1943), popularly called *Netagi, was da
great nationalist leader of the first half of the 20th century. He led the

revoldtionury Indian National Army during World War
Il to liberate India. Hiz first conscious step as a
revolutivnary was 1o rexign from the civil services on
the premise that the “best way (o énd a govemment is o
withiraw from it." British insults o Indians in public
pluces were offenvive to him. On August I8, 1943, he
was en route (o the Soviet Union in a Japanese plane
when it eroshed in Taipeh. He is believed to have died
in the crush, Negafi way religious and spent much time
in meditation. This aspect of kis life s best reflected in
the lenter ‘Mother Indie’ which wonderfully brirngs oul
the concern of a sensitive son

guestions:

For what i3 Durga Puja celebrated?
What is the rola of .

Do you love your
Share any of your
with your friends.

maoather in our lifa?
mother?

i

A.1. Work in small groups and answer the following

Do you celebrate Durga Puja? in what way do you celebrate it?

axperiences of Durga Puja
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MOTHER INDIA
Cuttack, Saturday

Revered mother,

Todary iz the final day of the Puja; 50 you must nowbe in our country home -
engrossed in the worship of the Goddess.

Lexpect the Puja this vear will be performed with great pomp and ceremony,
But, mother, is there any need of pomnp and ceremony ! 1t is enough if we invoke
the One we seek 1o attain with all our beart and in aji sincerity; what more is
needed? When devotion and love ke place of sanddl wood and flowers, our
worship becomes the most sublime thing in the world, Pomp and devotion are
incompatible. This year I have a pang in my heart. Itis 4 great SOmow — not an

Lishall be pining wway w this pluce on the immersion day but ot heart [ shall
be with you all. There will be no happiness for me on such a sacred day. There is
no help for itnow - tomomow evening we shall send you our pronanis from here.

- Indiais God's beloved land. He has been bom in this great land in every age
wn the form of the: Saviour for the enfightenment of the people, 1o rid this carth of
sin and o establish righteonsness and truth inevery Indian heart, He has come
into being in many countries in human form but not so miany times in any other
country — that is why Esay, India, our motherland, is God's beloved kand, Look,
Mother, in India, you may have anything you want — the hottest Summer, the
severest Winter, the heaviest rin and again, the most heart-warming Autumn and
spring - everything you want. In the Deccan, I see the Godavari: with her e
and sacred waters reaching up to its banks, wending its way etemally to seq, a
holy river indeed?..,

... Lam reminded of another scene, The Ganges is onits course, carmying
away ull the filth of this world; thie yogis have collected on its bank - some have
half-closed eyes engrossed in their moming prayers, some have buill images o
are watshipping them with sweet-smelling flowers collevied froms the forest and
with burning sandalwood and incense, mantras chanted by scune of them are
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being echoed and re-echoed through the atmosphere - some are purifying
themselves with the holy water of the Ganges — some again are hurmming (o
themselvies as they collect Mowers for the Puja. Everything is so noble — and so
pleasing to the eye as well as to the mind. But, alas! Where are those high- souled
seers today? .0 Merciful God, take pity on us and save us!

B.1.Answer the following questions briefly :
1. To whom has Subhash written the letter and on what day?
2. Was Subhash writing this letter in happiness? If not, why?
3. "He has been born in this greal land in every age ...." Who does
‘He', here, stand for?
4. Why does Subhash call India God's beloved land?
5. Give the description of the Indian seasons as described by Subhash.

6. Discuss the significance of the river Ganga in our lifa.

Mother, whei | sit down 1o write a lerier | lose all sense of proportion. |
hardly know what [ am going to write and
what | am able to write . ..

... Mather, I wonder if Maother India
in this age has one single selfless son - i our
mutherland really so unfortunae? Alas! Wi
happened to our hoary past?...

Your are a mother, but do you
belong only to us? No, you arc the mother
of all Indians - if every Indian is a son to
you, do not the sorrows of your sons make
you cry oul in agony? Can a mother be
heartless? No, that can never be — hecause
amother can never be beanless, Then, how
is it that in the foce of such a miserable state
of her children, mother remains unmoves!! Mother, you have teavelbed in all parts
of India - does not vour heart bleed at the sight of the present deplorable state of

Indians? We are ignorant and so we may be selfish but a mother can never be
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selfish because a mother lives for her children. If that be so, how is it that mother is
unmoved when her children are suffering! Then, is the mother also selfish?

---Faith and bigotry have become rampant - leading to so much sin and
so much misery for the people... Mother, does not the sight of all this and the
thought of all this meve you too deeply and 1o tears? Do you not really feel this
way ! That can never be, A mother can never be heartless!

 Mother, please take a good look at the miserable condition of your children,
Smﬂlmmnfmﬂning,lnmgmhckﬁflumjeﬂmmlfﬁhm, .. have made
their exisience a veritable Hell. ..

Alas! What have we come to!... Mother, when you think of such things,
do you not become restless? Does not your heart cry out in pain?

Will the condition of our country continue to go from bad to worse - will
not any son of Mother India in distress, in total disregard of his selfish interests,
dedicate his whole life to the canse of the Mother?

Maother, how much longer shall we sleep? How much longer shall we go
on playimg with non-essentials? Shall we continue to turm a desf ear to the wailings
of our nation”...

How long can one sit with folded arms and watch this state of our
country...? One cannot wait any more - one cannot sleep any more - we must
now shake off our stupor and lethargy and plunge into action, But, alas! How
many selfless sons of the Mother are prepared, in this selfish age, 1o give up
completely their personal interests and take the phunge for the Mother? Mother, is
this son of yours yet ready?

Yours ever affectionately
SUBHASH

B.2. Answer the following questions :
1. According to Subhash why is Mother India unfortunate?
2. What does Subhash mean by “hoary past™?
3, Subhash calls himself and the people of India seifish. Why?
4. Why can a mother never ba salfish?
5. What happens when a mother sees her children In sorrow?
6. Whalt are the causes of the misery of people?
7. What things have made the existence of Indian people “a veritable
Hall"?
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GLOSSARY AND NOTES
Puja (n}: Durga pisa
pomp (n): pageaniry, show
bvoke (v} pray o
sublime (adi); elevating , inapiring 5
wlmm.mm
pining (v): cufluring. yeaming
Mm:mtmmnﬁmmwsm
Saviour {n): redeamar _
_ {nY; Bumination

hoary {adj): age-old. shery
agony (n): woa, pain
deplorable (adi): awtu!, unpleasant
bigotry () prejudice, na
rampant (adj): widespread
verttable (ad]): actual, real
wailings (n}: moans, cres

" rapeatedly asks her questions. What are these questions? \Why doas he

repeatedly ask questions?
Change this letter into a diary entry.

=

mother as well as for his motherland, Discuss Subhash as a son.

C. 2, GROUP DISCUSSION
Discuss the fowling in groups or pairs:
a  Mother can never be seifish
b, We cannot repay our mother's love

€.2.COMPOSITION

a. Write & letter to your father, describing how you feel about Subhash, Do

not exceed 100 words.

b. Wmﬂaﬂmmhahmﬂimmqurmm

nation

Mammmummmwmamw

The ieticr creates a picture of Subhash's personality - his love for his
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Ex. 1. Comect the spefiing of the following words:
bailings  sik  atsin fullilment  engroossed

sakred  cin  inboke  insense ceremoney
Ex.2. Pick out the words which show Subhash's agony,

D.3. Word-meaning
Ex. 1. Maich the words given in Column A with thair meanings given in Column B:

Column A Column B

ﬁhfime show

thagy pay 1o

Shupor elevating

hoary mismatched

ventable age-old,

bigolry narrew-mindedness

Incompatible actual, real

pomp daze, trance

invake sluggishness, wearingss
D. 4. Phrases .

&f,ﬁmmmmwyammdmmsammmmmmm
phrases have been used. Use them in sentences of your own:

be with you 1o rig into being with all our hear
reminded of  giveup  can never be pleasing fo the eyes
fthalbess  togo callected from

E. ACTIVITY

Project work

Ex. 1. Take help from your teacher / refierence books and do a work on
the art of Letter writing. Disciss varoys bypes of lallers, showing how the
languane and format change from cne type of letter fo another,

E:E.ervashmﬁhsha%a!ﬁuﬁaﬂﬂhaﬁﬂm&mﬁﬂmmhhm
a5 A painal. . Take help fram your teacher

Ex.3. Maka g list of the Ingian words used in the letiar,

Ex.4. How m mnugaﬁwsamﬂnmamﬂmmhﬂﬂshﬂar?%rdma
Suhhashlmeanm;n? ;



