THE RULE OF THE ROAD
A. G. Gardiner

ALFRED GEORGE GARDINER (1865 -1946), widely known under hix
pen-name af ‘Alpha of the Plough’, wax one of the most delightful essavivy
of modern times. He was the Editor of the Daily News from 1902 to 1921
His essays combine ideay and emotions with beauty af form and remind
uy of pleasant things, sunshive and mirth, laughter and mirih. Hix
collections of essays include Pebbles on the Shore, Windfalls and Many
Furrows. In thix essay, he points out in an casy and thaught- provaking
siatnner what constitutes true liberty.

A. Work in emall groups and discuss these questions:
1. Does democracy have anything to do with freedom?
2. In democracy citizen’s role is of utmost importance. How?
3. Why are fundamental rights important to us?
4. Have you ever wondered whal keaps the traffic move smoothly
without running into one another?

THE RULE OF THE ROAD

1. A stout old lady was walking with her basket down the middle of a strect
in Petrograd to the great confusion of the traffic and with no small peril
1o hierself, It was pointed out i her that the pavement was the place for
foot passengers, but she replied, “1'm going to walk where | like. We've
got liberty now.” It did not occur to the dear old lady that if libery
entitled the foor passenger to walk down the middle of the road 1t also
entitled the cab-driver to drive on the pavement, and that the end of soch
liberty would be universal chaos. Everybody would be getting in everybody
else’s way and nobody would get anywhere, Individual liberty wou Id have
become social anarchy.
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There is a danger of the world getting liberty-drunk in these days like the
old lady with the basket and it is just as well 1o remind ourse lves of what the
rule of the rcad rricans. It means that i: order that the liberties of all may be
preserved the liberties of everybody must be curtailed, When the policeman,
say, ut Piceadilly Circus steps into the middle of *he road and puts out his
hand, he is the symbol not of tyranny, but of liberty, You may think so. You
may, being in a hurry and seeing your motor-car stopped by this insolence of
office, feel that your liberty has been violated. How dare this fellow imterfere
with your free use of the public highwuy? Then, if you are & reasonable pesson,

you will refler that if he did not interfere vath you ‘v would interfere with no
one, and the result would be you would never cross Piccaiilly Circus at all,
You have submitied to a curtailment of private liberty in onder that you may
enjoy asoci:] order which makes your liberty a reality,
- Liberty is not a personal affair only, but a social contract, It is an aujestment
of interests, In matters which do not rovch anybody eise’s libe sty of couse, !
may be as free as 1 like. i I choose to go down the Strand in utldressing
gown, with long hair and bare feet, who shall sey me nay ! You have liberty to
laugh at me, but | have the liberty to be indifferent ayol. And if | rave fancy
for dyeing my hair, or waxing my moustache{which heaven forbid), or wearing
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a tall hat, a frock-coat and sandals, or going to bed late or getting up early, |
shall follow my fancy and ask noman's permission,

In all these and a thousand other details you and 1 please ourselves and ask
o one’s leave. We have a whole kingdom, in which we rule alone, can do
what we choose, be wise or ridiculons, harshly or easy, conventional or odd.
But directly we step out of that kingdom, our personal liberty of action is
restricied by other people’s liberty. I might like to practise on the trombone
from midnight till thise in the meming. 1T weat on to the top of Halvelly wdo
it 1 could please myselfbut if T do it out in the streets the nedghbours will remind
me that my liberty to blow tie trembone must interfere with their liberty to
sleep inquiet, There ar= a lotof people ir the world. and 1have t accommaodate
miy liberty to their liberties,

We are all liablz to forget this and, unforunately, we are mch more
consrio 15 o the imperfections of others in this respect than of orown.

6.

—

B.1. Answer the fullowing quesiuns brieily :

1. Why did the olu lady refuse o walk on the paverent?

2. How dic she uze a chaoz?

3. How has (he author dufined lioerty?

4. "You save submitted to a clrtailment of private lberty in order
that you may enjoy a s<.clal oroer which makes you libeity a
rewilty? What does the author mean?

5, What is tre ‘danger’ the suthor is referring to in paragraph 27

6. kww is liberty a social contract?

. |

I got intc & railway carriage al a country station the other moming and
settled dovn fo- what the sehoolboys would call an hour's “swis at a Blue-
book. | was not reading for pleasare. The truth is that I never do read Blue-
books ‘- r pleasure. I read them for the very humble arpose of turming an
honest penny out of ihem. i[ow, if you are reading a book Tor pleasure it
doesr 't matter what is going on around you.

But wisen you are reading a thin g as a task you need ieasonable qk 1et, sl
thn is what T didn’t get, for at the next station in came 2 couple of men, one of
whom talkew (o s friesw for the rest of the journey ina loud and pompous
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voice. As Dwrestled with clauses and sections, his voice rose like a gale, and
his family history, the deeds of his sons in war, and his criticisms oF the generuls
atil the politicians submerged my poor attempts to hang on to my job, 1 shut
i the Blue—boak, looked out of the window, and listened wearily while the
verice thundered on with themes like these: “Now what the French ought to
have done ...", “The mistake the Germans made ...", “If only Asquith had
<o you know the sort stuff, 1 had it all before, oh, so often. It was like a
barrel - organ groaning out some uninteresting song of long aga.

IT 1 had asked him to be good enough to talk in a lower tone T dare to say
he would have thought I was a very rude fellow, It did not accur to him that
sy body could bave anything better 1o do than to listen to him . and I have no
doubt he leil the carriage convinced that everybody in it had, thanks to him,
hisd a very illuminating joumney. A reasonable consideration for the rights or
feelings of others is the fowndation of social conduet.

I believe that the rights of small people and guict people are as important to
preserve i the vights of small nationalities, When | hear the aggressive bullying
horn which some motorist deliberataly use, T confess that 1 feel something
Poiling up in me which is very like what | fclt when Germany came trampling
like u bully over Belginm. By what right, my dear sir, do you go along our
higchvwaty uttering that hideous curse on all who impede your path? Cannot you
dannounce yoor coming like a gentleman? Cannot you take your tum?

And there is the more harmless person who has bought a very blatant
gramophone, and on Sunday afternoon sets the things going, opens the windows
and fills the street with 'Keep the home fires burning” or some similar
hanality. What are the right limits of social behaviour in a matter of this sort?
Let us tuke the trombone as an illustration again. Hazlitt said that a man who
wanited to learn that fearsomse instrument was entitled o leam it in his house,
even though he was a nuisance to his neighbours, but it was his husiness to
miake the nuisance as slight as possible. He must practise in the attic, and shut
the window. He hid no right 1o sit in his froni room, open the window, and
Blow his noise into his neighbours” ears with the maximum of violence, And so
with the gramophone. If you like the gramophone you are enfitled to have it,
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but you are interfering with the liherties of yoor neighbours i you don’t do
whit you can to limit the ngise to your own houschold. Your neighbours may
not like 'Kmpthei’nm:ﬂ:ﬂtﬂ:thg'.'l‘hﬁj may prefir to have their Sunday
afternoon undisturbed, and it is as great an impertinence for you wilfully to
trespass on their peace as it would be 1o go, unasked, into their gardens and
tramyple their flower-beds, '

1. 1suppose the fact is that we can be neither complete anarchists nor
complete socialists in this complex wirld - o rather we must be a judicious
nﬂnmrﬁmd:.Wchamhthhmﬂmpmmm—whﬂwﬁmlﬁwyand
our social liberty.

12, Itis in the small matters of conduct, in the observance of the rule of the
road, that we pass judgement upon ourselves, and dieclare that we are civilised
rrum:iui!imd.‘]hcgmmmnmufhmﬁsmandnmiﬂmmmm.ma the
little habits of commonplace intercourse thut make up the great sum of life and
eweeten or take bitter the journey. | hope my friend in the milway camiage
will reflect om this. Then he will not ceasc, 1 amn sure, toexplain to his neighbour
where the French went wrong and where the Germans went ditto; but he
will do it ina way that will permit me to read my Blue- book undisturbed.

B.2. Answer the following questions briefly :

1. Are the rights of the people less important than the rights of the
nations?

2. Why couldn’t the author read his book during his rail journay?

E.Hmnlmummmnrwanunmnmmrmnﬁ!ﬂmmumumuf a
trombone?

4, What two types of reading doas the author refer 107 How are thay
differant?

=, List the aclions for which we “ask no ane's leave”.

Petrograd. amnmmtmmmﬂmﬁwﬂmnmn
m‘ugﬂmw:mmmnﬁmﬂmmmmmﬂcmmm
rzars in Plissi and ushersd in a perod of freedom
Hmwl:hwl:awrg.rhmmﬂmm;nim whene a numbar of roads masl
insolence of office: he nide behaviour of an officer, {here} the policaman
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the Strand: a fashionable street in Landon with 3 numbser of holels, heatres and shaps

fancy (n): fkes

m:ammmm

Hﬂvdm:nmm;w Walsg

ewol: hard work

Blue-book; book containing an official repon

pompaus {adj): pretentious |

Asquith a rﬁnrenm1uLummw[lﬂﬁE-1EEB},aEmhshatmnmwmﬂar

Mmalﬂnﬂﬂnﬂhﬁ:‘diﬂamm

Hmﬁnmmmmhrmmmﬁamnmm Beigiurn in 1914 which rmsited in fh
EireEthru!mM-w.ThupﬂhlmfamwMumnyrmtm*rpimmnﬂung:us
of olhers,

'Keep the home fires burning’: a pogular song during the war

banality | - bummoangiacs, uninteresting

Haziitt: m Hagzlitt (1778 -1830), famous Englis essayist and ol

; lﬂbﬁu i

complele ...mmmmmmmmmmmwmnrmw
mmﬂmmmmmmmmmmmmmnm

journey: mrﬂmm of lifa

French: citizen of France

_ Gerinan: citizen of Garmany

C.1. LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS
1. Whatdoes the mreufmemadmn?mmexamaa ‘o show how necessary
itis o preserve order in society,

2. Who, according to A.G. Gardiner, is a cvilized man?

3. Lhdaad:ﬂdp&rm@lﬂmrtywmdiaadmmunm.ﬁﬁbm?ﬁgwfg
examples,

4. "Our personal liberty of action is restrictad by other people's liberty.” How?
Give three e.amples.

5. How can we enjoy personal libarty and a'so respect the iberty of our
neighbours? Give examples,

6. Armmbiemmidemﬂmfurﬂmﬁgﬂsurlmhgadumamafmmdm

of social conduct. How?

C. 2. GROUP DISCUSSION
Discuss the foliowing in Qroups or pairs:
8. What makes life & pleasant experience: tha awareness of one's righte or
consciousness of one's duties?
b. Litlle knowledge is a dangerous thing,
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C. 3. COMPUSITION
Write a paragraph in about 100 words on each of the following.
a. Duties of a citizen
b. Role of police in civil society

D. WORD STUDY
D.1. Dictionary Use
Ex. 1. Correct the spelfing of the following words:
petrogard neighbore sacrifise curteled
preserny iuminating imped rediculus
judicous gramphong

Ex. 2. Look up a dictionary and write two meanings of the following words — the
one In which it is used in the lesson and the other which is more comman
foot general right complele concuct

D.2. Word-formation
Hoad the following sentence carafully:
It is an adjustment of inferes!.
Inﬂmnmm.WMBmMmmmm
imwmmuam.mmMmmmm*ﬂmmaa

adjust  adjusted  adjusting adjustment  adjustable
Ex. Write as mmymﬁmmﬂﬁmmmmﬁumbsmpmﬂhﬂalnh
SaMa way.

nermit ridicule restrict interlere accommodale

D 3. Word-meaning
Find from the leason words the meanings of which have been given on the lef
hand side. The last part of each word i Jiven on the right hand side.

slateofbeingfee 00 s mty
go Gown under the surface PRI,
a musical instrument IR

person iving nedranother 0 s o
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Ex. 2. Fill in the blarks with suitable words given betow:

viclence  mistake peace ©  Curse purposa

(1) Children make .............. - while leaming.

(ii} Imperialism is a danger for world ............... :
(iiiy Enwvironment pollution i5 @ ................... for us.
(v} Explain the ............... of vocational educalion.
{v) Gandhiji was against ................

D. 4. Phrases
Ex.1. Haadﬂmhmnmmﬁﬂfymdhdmﬂﬂmmnhmhm%ﬂuhhﬂnﬁ
phrases have been used. Then use them in sentences of your own.

get in hang on seftle down
stap out rermind of conscious of
E. GRAMMAR
Read the following sentences carefully:

a. If 1 went on to the top of Helvelly to do it I could please mysell bur if
Ida it cut in the streets the neighbours will remind me that my liberry
ter Blow: the trombeonz must interfere with their liberty ta sleep in quiet,

b. mhudukudhknmbegmdm.ghmm’hamﬁrm!mnmﬂfﬂa
would have thought | was a nude feliow:

Ex.1. Mark the difierent structures of If-clause’ in the sentences abave and complete
the following sentences:
() I Saumya laboured hard, she............ ...
(i) W1 wereabind, | ..........ocooonnvniionn
iy 1 Manish had informed me in L
() If it rains today, the farmers..............._
(v) 1f the Indian cricketers had shown greater application, India ..................
{vi) If Nikhat read it carefully, she......................_
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F. ACTIVITY
EL1.Lmhatmaamnmhammhmﬂ1dMInmﬂHnnhsamw
Country Language Peopie
Gemany German the German
France French tha Franch
—_— Chinese the Chingse
Belgium the Belgian
S Japanese the Japanese
|talian the itakian
— the Russian
w—matet Spanish ihe Spanish
_— Turkish the Turk
——ns Mongolian the Mongal

Ex2. Fead the lasson carefully and make notes using abbreviations where
necessary. Can you suggest another lilie?

MNotes

1. Heading

1.1, Subheading

1.2

13

14.

Use at least four headings
Main idea




