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THE THREE VOows
Mulk Raj Anand

MULK RAJ ANAND { 19062614 ), internationally known novels
critic, began his career as o writer of fictio
Gandhi, where he draftod Fis firs nivvel,
The Untouchable, Author of mere thar 40
boeks, he way :r!-'rrm:ﬂpe{u engaged in
teaching, writing and Jowenalism, Anand
is known for his mnovativeness and
ariginality of approach 1o the novel form,
His Important works inelude Coolies, The
Untouchable and Twa Leaver of a Bud.
The Three Vives? iy the first seene of Little
Plays of Mahatma Gandhi, vwhich iy R
the first part of iy by mewvel And So He Playr his Part. Anand here reveals the
Mahatma, saing Politician. ax an immediare frsman e, af the earth warthy,
with his e raised 1o the o The exeerst alm vy emphiasis on the LTI T
of following a routine EnsHre discipiine in life.

A. Work in small groups and disouss the following questions:

2. s mudrlunlununhrm-tanl? How?
3 mmmmwummmmm

THE THREE VOWSs

The scene fv o cormer aof the verasdul) aof Mathetrma Gandhi's Celteige ' ]
i Sabarmar A shram, Almedabad At benth endd of the verandal are gl
roams, whote doory are open.

In a big room behind the verandah a white womian cas be et typing,
while an inmare iy wiriting on a ledger.



- .
A female is seen spinning by the door of the cottage in the room on
the right: - "
Further away, in the verandah on the right are two secretariey
carrecting proofs: =¥ -
mm “m r .' i ;'.';-- - y mfﬂlﬁﬂ'ﬁ'
wihite a small dempre wisan, Kesturbo Gan _-Nmﬁ;hnuﬁum

saree, iy plastering his belly with thin

MMMMM#MMMMWMM
it ihe ome on the right hay peacils, pens, inkpots, a white pitcher covered
with a wer cloth, with ihree brass cups by ir,

On the right is @ burly brown man, Muhaoma Gandhi's Secretary,
Mahadev Desai, nriﬂ:pwnﬂpgpnr reqiely to take down whatever the master
may say.
xmmmudiumm The Mahatma points with fis hand o
amat, The visitor sits down crogs legged, somewhar uneasy, as it is difficuls
i fiold i harsl corduroy trousers into the lotus seat.

MAHATMA GAN o Kasturba): ‘Acha!’ ;
mwwm;mmnmmnu
the stewmach with light slaps, mﬂfﬂﬁmﬂmwmm

bady up and withdraws.

Krishan Chander Azdd awlkwardly joins his hands o Kasturba, who
maoves a lever of the bed chair, lifting the back and then walks away. Abashed.
the visitor lifs his joined hands o the Mahatme, who raises his right hand in
biessing; even as he adjusts the cotion cushion under his neck and sity back
in i Crouching position.

Thﬂmhm&lﬁﬂhﬁryﬂhmerm:fﬂﬁwm
and looks quiztieaily ai the visitor

The glance mmwﬂfmw are-gaze ufwm

GAMNEHE 'tymfmdin-:mmmmm“

K.C.AZAD: The anly sull | have... | came from London yesterday. .

GANDHI: mmrwwmmmmwmm
land in Bombay!

KC AZAD: 'I'h:y’mnnﬂ‘nrdmgumﬁnn}ruﬂmwm .
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GANDHE  Anyhow, why do you want to look like a monkey?
K.C. AZAD: (After a studisd pause to control himselfy;
Mahatma! You also looked like a monkey when you put on a
frock coat, pin stripe trousers and wop hat! ... In London! ...
GANDHI:  (Seuiting) I don’t look like 3 monkey now .. 1 realised when 1
came back home from South Alrica that our foreign clothes
remove us from the people, Also you can't sit crosslegeed in
trousers... Go and change into Kuna pyjama - Mahadev, lend
him & pair. ..

(Mahadev Desai gets up, He leads Krishan Chander Azad towards the room
on the right of the Verendah).

(Kasturba Gandhi comes out of the big room with three small earthen
mugs in her left hand and a big earthen mug in her right hand).

(She pours lassi into one small mug and affers it to her husband),

(Then she pours the whey into two other mugs. She covers them with
smail terracotia discs),

(An Assistant Editor, a wizened old man, with ihick plasses, comes
Jrom the backroom, with a galley of proof).

ASSISTANT
EDITOR: Bapu - your editorial notes ... There sre some mistakes!
GANDHI: (Alert) Read them to me!

(The Assistant Editor reads in halting English.
Gandhi asks for the galley. He scans corrections,
Then he corvects the mistakes and hands the galley
back.)

GANDHL . . (to Assistant Editor) Have some
lassi before you go! And give me some! (The
Assistant Editor pours into an earthen pot and
gives it to Mahatma first. Then helns himself).

o  Krishan Chander Azad retirms belind
Mahadev Desai.
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The visitor had rolled up his lopse pyjama far toa big for him. And he walks
self- consciously looking at himself, smiling wuncomfortably. )

K.C. AZAD:

GANDHI :

K.CAZAD:

GANDHI:

K.C.AZAD:

GANDHI:

I feel like the poet T.S. Eliot's Prufrock, who sang:

“| shall wesar my trousers molled!”

They say: “Do in Rome as Romans do!" You don't find any
mmmam;mmmmﬂmm
don't see that in this hot country wie have to wear scanty clothes.
They wear suits! Alpaca suits! [ not serge suits! Even in the sumines
months! ... And big boots! ... Our Babus copy them' ...

I read somewhere that Clive took off his jacket, warm stockings
and tall boots, in the battle of Plassey ...

His successors wear evening dress! — Even in Assam summer
hest — to go for dinner in their clubs on the plantations!

“Mad dogs and Englishmen!” - they say ... We must adomit they
have & sense of humour . .. They laugh at themselves, We are too
Muyhe..-‘r’numl:rigm...]mePnﬂchtwerywﬂkwhﬂn]wni
in London. Yes. They also laugh here ... But mostly at the
Khansamah who burns their toasts! Or the Dhobi who singes the
Mem Sahah's frock!...

(He points 1o the kitchen with lassi to Mahadev, who serves the visitor
and then himself).
{The Mahatma turns fo the visitor)

GANDHI:

K.C.AZAD:

GANDHL:

What do you wanl from me?
[ want to show you my novel.
Novel?— Whit s it shout? ... Some boy and girl aftair’

(The old man looks up at K.CA. from the upper part of his spectacles).

K.C.AZAD: Noitis aboutyour kind of love ...

GANDHL:

What is my kind of love?



g RAINBOW o

K.C.AZAD:  liisabout an untouchable. A swecper bay, Bakhal ..
GANDHI: You mean Harijan — we don’t use the word untouchable here!...
MAHADEV
DESARL Harijan! - Son of God! ...
( Krishan Chander Azad bows his head in shame at the Jouux pas he
hay mace),

B. 1. Answer the following question briafly :

1. Who s the ‘sage’ referred to here? What is he doing when the scene
opens?

2. mhmmﬂmnmhmmmmﬂ.ﬂ.Mam

3. Name the objects on the tabis.

4, MniaﬂwmeﬁHMﬂamlnhﬂ

5. What does Kasturba Gandhi do at the arrival of K.C. Azad?

6. What comment does Gandhi make on Azad's syit?

7. What is Azad's reply to this comment?

8. What does Gandhi realise about foreign clothes? When did he
realise this?

5. Who sang 'l shail wear my trousers rolled'?

10.Why do wa in India have to wear scanty ciothes?

11.Why has Azad come to Gandhi?

GANDHL: Hnw::an[helpjrmwithymwnml?..-Ihav:nmmudnmwi
since { was a student in London, Onl ¥ Tolsioy s Death of Ivan
Hiyeh. And Thave read his autobiography Childhood Boyhood
Youth .... Also his Confession - about his sins!

K.CAZAD: [have read Tolstoy's War and Peace .

GANDHE:  Llearnt much from Tolstoy. He was o troe follower of Jesus ., He

behieved in non-violence,

K.C.AZAD:  He aceepied the Christian idea of sif — though he felt tempied!
Always.. .

GANDHI: Sin is not only a Christian ides. Our own Shastras consider sex
out of marriage o be sin, . ..

(K.C. Azad changes the subject).

K.C.AZAD: Iwanttoleamn 1o write as you wrote the story about the sweeper
boy Uka,
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GANDHI: Uk is a real person — be lives in the Ashram, He has leamt weaving.
No longer a young boy. He has taught us how 10 clean latrines,
Also he cooks food in the kitchen.

K.C AZAD: [would like to become his assistant. | have learnt some cooking

as | worked in  restaurant for a living in London. According to

GANDHL: Mhmwewﬂ]m;bymuurﬂujamislﬂmmﬁng!‘fm will have
o learn to clean the kitchen! Washing utensils! ... And you can
show me your novel. But you have to take three vows — if you
want 1o stay in the Ashram. ..

(Gandhi stares at K.C. Azad penetratingly from the upper part of his
glasses and remains silent).

K.C.AZAD: What are the three vows?

{ Mahadev Desai is seen beaming with a broad smile, as though pleased
at the discomfiture of the Brown Seahub).

GANDHI:  You must not look at woman with desire!
K.C. AZAD: 'Bm!.-.M}rg&ﬂﬁiﬂﬂpakimyfa::.,.ﬁ:isiujniihhw:hnd.[will
hﬂ&ewngufhn;mﬂgiﬂifldun‘lminkufm:durhﬂ daytime

GANDHLE: { Loaking away with an ameused smile, Then he furns and says!)
You can dream of her at night, but not think of her during duytime!...

K.C.AZAD: Difficult!..

GANDHE:  Why is shein jail?

K C.AZAD: She was working with Madam Maude Gonne in the lrish frecdom
movement, The British police sccused her of gunrunning, as she
came with two Irish men from Liverpool who had a pistol each!

GANDHI  They had pistols? She likes violence?

K C.AZAD: Sothe British say.



GANDHI:
K.C.AZAD:

GANDHI:

K.C.AZAD:
GANDHI:
K.C. AZAD:

GANDHI:

K.C.AZAD:
GANDHI:
K.C.AZAD:
GANDHI:
MAHADEV
DESAL
K.C.AZAD:
GANDHI:
K.C.AZAD:

GANDHI:

GANDHI:
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Acha! Ynucanthinknfh:rmmfaqg: n working for Irish freedom
to inspire you to work here. But not desire her body! | .
(confused, amused, silent) 1 am not sure thar one can
compartmentalise one's thoaghts about a woman . love her for
her beauty. Also for her courage ... [ will be dreaming of her at
might if  do not think of her during daytime! . |
Acha! You can dream of her at night, but not think of her during
day time!..,
What is the other vow?
You must not drink liquor here!
(Embarrassed and wiping the swear off his Jace)
But I am pub-crawling in London. We writers write from Puh-
talk. I have never been drunk!... Only once when I mixed my
drinks in the inner Temple, . .,
(Firmiy) You may drink in London — but not bere! You will find
mu&tlfmungumthumfym become intoxicated with truth!
Third vow?
You will have to clean latrines once g week —as we do by turns,
1have come to learn 1o be like Uk, | will clean latrines willingly.
Mahadev — give him the little guest cottige (o stay in — there!

Wlmisymrluggag:? :

I left it in the lefi-luggage room at Ahmedabad station.

Go and fetch it. .,

Mahatmaji — could yiu a5k the watchman at the gate of the Ashram
nnlheﬂngl}r“’ilhﬁﬁitﬂmbutmliﬂndvﬂl}'...

Oh Acharya Gorkha! Cthers have also complained! ... Mahadey
gocall him. ..

(Mahadev Desai goes oug)

Letme give you Tolstoy's Confession.

(Gandhi gets up Boes into the room on the left side ),



K.C.AZAD:

GANDHL:
K.C. AZAD:
GANDHL
K.C.AZAD:
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(Looks around at the busy scene. He is tense from the
awareness of the Mahatma's moral sense),
Hmmﬂmhﬁﬁt—hwmm'gmmm-ymgmfﬁmu
Never — I love her!

Al pussion ends in tragedy ... What is your name'?
mwm_.MIMW-ﬁﬁwmmﬂm.hz
Kﬁshmlwﬁmbuiik:thﬂnwﬁnd:thmﬁcrmum:
Azaid because | want to be free - and work for India’s freedom.
o1 have adopted Azad as my non-de plsme. Twrile poems.
Vour love-God was also the guide of Aguna in the Gita, He
advised control Of the senses, And righteousness! Later the Tuntriks

{Krishan Chander Azad opens his portfolio, takes out the manscrips
with nervous fingers. The Mahatma opens the first page affer turning over
the title page, reads the firsi paragraph. Then he smiles, looks at Krishan
Chander Azad benignly and says):

GANDHI:

K.C.AZAD:

K.CAZAD:

Mocking hird with a vengeance! Such big big words! You don't

kenow, that Hiurijans sigh, moan, grosn and say a few words! They
never wlk in such big words! You want to make them into Pr.

Johmsons!

(Humbled) | have been following the method of James Joyce.
Stream of consciousness of characters! He has coined a new
language. With puns! Satirical words! Joined words! Poetic
phrases!... I thought if 1 also use big words, and make puns, English
pmphvﬁiﬂ&dnklrmwmnrﬂdﬂ:mw...

[ thought the same in London! Thenan English friend, a Quaker,
told me 1o write simply. [ began to translate into English fram
Gujerati. Why don’l you write in your langusge”?

| bave no language. My mother tongus is Punjabi. But, the Sarkar
has appointed English and Urdu as court languages!... Except
Bhai Vir Singh and Dhani Ram ... Few of us write in Purjubi.




K.C.AZAD:

GANDHI:

GANDHLI
K.C.AZAD:

GANDHI:

GANDHI:

GANDHI:

K.C. AZAD:
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The only novel wﬁlarif.NﬂmkS&ngh.ﬂmmmmlh]iﬂhmin
Punjabi or Urdu. Even Dr. Muhammad lgbal writes in Urdu and
Persian not in Punjabi! No one can eamn his living as a writer in
Putijab, In English - my novel may get published in London. . .
Achal Write in any language that comes to hand. But say what
Harijans say! And the poor say! Translate their speech literally,
Don’t use “These' and *Thous!” above all you must be sincere!
Truthful! Write of lifie as it really i8l... Of the poor! Few writers
have written about the poor! Only Sarat Babu! And Prem Chand?
— I hear! :
Mea Culpa! If | may use a Latin word, Grulty! | will rewrite the
whole book. But in a novel | have to use imagination. ..
Talk to Uka. And other people. Accept them as your brothers
and sisters, I will read your novel after you revise i,

(Mahadev Desai came back with Acharva Gorkha).

What did he say to you, Azad?

He said: *Don’t enter the Ashram! Sit there on the enlvert!” [
asked him: ‘Can I have a glass of water’? He said: "Go and get it
from that Pan shop!” :

Acharya?

[ Acharya remains silent),

Answer!

(Acharyva moves his head affirmetively).

Achal You are to fast for a rhymdrﬁghtmmynmseﬂufym

! arrogance. We close the door of the Ashram against CID . Not

against everyone who comes to see me!,.,
[mldl'tim[hadanappniuun:mtus:cymam p.m.
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ACHARYA:  Youcame at 3 p.m.
K.C.AZAD:  Inour villages goests are welcome at any time.
GANDHI: Tt is different here! Ashram has rales according tomy time table. ..
But he should not have been rude. He will fast ... Mahadev -
: Mplﬁnmmmﬂmmjinﬂﬂfﬂﬁhﬂﬂm...ﬁmjmgnl,..ﬁn
for one day to conguer your bad manners!
MAHADEY
DESAL Ganidhiji expects everyone to walk with him at 5 a.m. om the dry
bed of the Sabarmati! After ablutions, prayer at 615 a.m. I Milk
or ted in the canteen at 7:30 a.m.! Work till 12 noon! Midday
mieal at 12:30 p.m.! Siesta from,1:30'0 3 p.m.! Bath! Work ot
home or kitchen or in garden! Evening prayers at 6:30 p.m.! Meal
al 7:30p.m.! ... Lights offat 10 p.m. L. Mahatma may see you
for half an hour twice a week! Sundays you are free 1o go out.
K.C.AZAD:  Where can | buy a Kurta pyjama?
* GANDHI: In Khadi Bhandar — not far from the Ashram,

(K.C. AZAD jains hands to the Gandhi and goes out with Mahadev Desai).

2. Answer the following question briefly :
.Huwmunymﬂluhuﬁmdhlrﬂd? g
What did Gandhi learn from Tolstoy?

What does Anand want Lo learn from Gandhi?

What does Gandhi say about Uka?

What is the condition for staying in the Ashram?

_ Which book does Gandhi give to Azad?

_ What does Gandhi say about the fate of passion?

. What does Gandhi say about Krishan?

. Why has Azad used big words?

10.Why does Azad write in English?

14.What is Gandhi's punishment lo Acharya Gﬂrhha? Why does he
punish him?

ﬂmﬂﬁsn:h.ﬂﬁ-*
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CLOSSARY AND NOTES
Ledger {n): ragleter
Sage (ad: erudile, saint
raclining (v): resfing
mtaﬁi!:m
plastering (v): applying and spreading
balty (. in): stomach
stacked (pp): pllad
busrly {ad]): etrongly but
Acha : alright
Smoothens v): making smooth, fatten
abashed (adi: embarrassed
quizzically (acv): curiously, enquisingly
wizened (ad): agod
ecans (v): checks, looks al
scanty (adj: very e
singes (v): bums
vow {n); oath, promise

penatratingly (adv): piarcingly, sharply
culwart (n) dich, drain

C.1, LONG ANSWER GUESTIONS
1. Describe the scene at the beginning.
2. Describe Azad's giririend. What sont of a parson is she?
3. Is love associaled only with beauty?
What ara the three vows? Why are they important?
Who waahmshym?ﬁ&mmmmammmmm‘?
Note the way Gandhi and Azad look at Krishan and get inspiration from
him.ﬂmmdﬂmaﬂnﬁﬁhmapﬂmmmlnﬂbﬂhﬂm
differently because of diffarence in attituda?
7. What is Gandhi's advice to Azad about the use of language? Describe in
your own words.
8. Describe the routine of the Ashram in your own words, What is the
significance of routine In life? Do you follow any routine of your own?

C. 2. GROUP DISCUSSION
Discuss the following in groups or pairs:
a. 'Eaming while leaming'
b.  Impertance of mothar language

PR
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C. 3. COMPOSITION
a. Write a latter to you father taliing im how you have devised a routine for
you and how it has helped you.
b \Write an essay in about 150 wards on the ‘art of good writing’.

Penetratingly: m—mmhg —— penetratingfy
E!.1.Wﬁiﬂﬁirrﬂmdammﬂshnmmm;hmnbam

hurt approve surprise soothe
0.3. Word-meaning
Ex. 1. uammmwnincnlumnhwmmﬂlrmanlngagmn in Column B:
Column A Column B
sage embarrassed
demure aged
belly bums
burty strongly built
abashed vary little
wizened stomach
scanty arudite
singes miadest

Ex2. mlhmmﬁwmmmwm
intoxicated  forelgn Chnstian  scanty bad

(1) Our CIothes. ....ocicmmamnivarmiess ramove us from the comman people.
(i} In this hot country we have 10 WBAT ......oeeicrenen clothes.
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(i} You will find yourself wiriting without lig
(V) Sin s not only a
(v} Fast for one day to conquer your ...,
D. 4. Phrases

Ex.1. Read the lesson carefully and fing mm_mnmmwmmamw
phrases have been used. Then use them in sentences of your own;

believe in  according fo dreamof  get up five up to
E. GRAMMAR
E1.Studylhefnﬂmﬂngmaaﬂmmfmmﬂmlﬂﬂm:

(i) Dnn'twuhﬂhulhlfmmﬁumymﬂl?
{ii}lﬂﬁmtdﬂywwantfrmnﬁ?

(1) They had pistols?

(iviHow can I help you with your novel?
(v} What is the other vow?

uor if you become .......... with truth!
. idea,

cuvases MaNAErS!

F.ACTIVITY

Ex. 1_Takeh&m#nnnyuwmmarﬂmhmmmmmm=pminﬂm
on the 'Life and Works of Gandhiji',

Ex. 2, Write ammrﬂaﬂnnhahwanymrmwwurﬂt H'-Eimwa:phlning
i you the importance of baing punctual in ife.
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