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WHERE THE MIND IS WITHOUT FEAR
Rabindranath Tagore

RABINDRANATH TAGORE (186]- 1941 ), the recipient of the Nobel Prize forr
Literature in 1913, was one of the greatest lyric poets of the worid. He was also o
noted dramatist, novelist, short story writer, ! e
philesepher, humanist, nation-builder and
founder of an international wmiversity ai
Shantiniketan. He wrote primarily in Bangla,
but rendered a large number of hig own works
into English, and in the process wrole them
anew. Such works include Gitanjali, The
Crescent Moon, and The Gardener. Hix other
impartant warks include (rora, The Wreck,
The Post Office, Sadhana and The Home xred
the World, “Where the Mind is Without Fear',
a lvric taken from Gitanjali, is one of his best-
remembered patriotic poems, It is a prayer 1o f 3;
God to awaken the country from darkness el

slavery imto a sate of ideal freedom. The whole poem is a single complex
ventence whose principal clause is the last line,

A. Work in small groups and discuss these questions:
4., Do you think birds and animals in cages are happy?

2 Would any of you like to live a iife of slavery?

3. Would you like to live a life of freedom? Why7

4. How would you interpret the freedom of a nation?
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WHERE THE MIND IS WITHOUT FEAR

Where the mind is without fear and the head is held high;
Where knowledge is free:

the dreary desert sand of dead habit:

Where the mind is led forward by thee into ever- widening
thought and action -

Into that heaven of freedom, my Father, let my country awuke.

- Amﬂufnlnwhnquuﬂumhﬂgﬂy:

Whnldnynuwmtlupanhlmnlhemmumﬂﬂnmn?

mmmmmhﬂmmmmdmﬂmahhmmlndaf

tha Indians?

3. Mduu'nmnwdumuﬂcwdh'mfarhhmamm?ﬂmdu
the walls do?

4, m:mm-mnmmmmmmwmm:r

5. Huwmnarnidhﬂmpnutﬁmrtﬂumﬁm%mhanflﬁukﬂ

6. How can perfection be achieved?

7. HhutdmuTmmanhy'ﬂ-uuryduartaqndnr dead habit'?

M=m

GLOSSARY AND NOTES
fragments jn): small places

narrow (adf): fmited in outiook
dumﬂ:faqumadﬁ:mwmurm:tfamﬂy
wmmmmmm
mmnmm;gmmﬁmmmmMma

(adf} i, boring 5
ever-widening: ahways extending
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C.1. LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS
. Mairate the gist of the poem in your own words.
\What does the poet maan by heaven of freedom'? What are its constituants™
Doas the tille of the poem convey Tagore's vision of India? Explain,
How tar does India of inday resemble Tagore's vision of a free country?

Why does Tagore use ‘where' seven times in the poem? Explain.
VWht is patriobismi? Discuss Where the Mind is Without Fear' as a patriotic poem?

C. 2. GROUP DISCUSSION

Discuss the following in groups or pairs:
a, Freedom ‘m%l i
b, ‘Namow domestic walls' have to be done away with if we want to live amicably

C. 3. COMPOSITION

Write a paragraph in about 100 words on the following:
a. India of our dream

b. Imporance of intelieciual freedom

D. WORD STUDY
D1.

il

o o e W P

Dictionary Use
Ex. 1, Comect the spefiing of the following words:

knowlege  strech  widning heven  countrey
Ex. 2. Look up & dicionany and wiite two meanings of aach of the following words -
thi ana in it s used in the lesson and the other which is mose commaon:
fear mind  free nNAnow desert  fonward

D.2. Word-formation
Ex. Read the following linas caretully:
Where words come oul from the depth of wath;
Where knowledge is free;
In the above ines the word ‘depth’ and ‘knowledge' are abstract nouns which have
been derived from adieclive ‘deep’ and verb know’ respectively. Now, form abstract
nouns from the verbs and adjectives given below:

Fagh trug  free peffect  think  acl losa

D.3. Word-meaning
Find from the lesson words the maanings of which have been given in column A.

The last part of each word is given in column B:
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Column A Column B
range of information, understanding ... dge
part broken off, separated =0 ... ment
to pull something to make it longer or wider ...................... atch
small in width or imited in outiook P — row
the nation as a whole with temitory ... . try
Ex. 2. Fill in the blanks with suitable words given below:

mind fragments words cou father

(i} Several languages are spoken inour ... . .
(0 e was a minister.
(iie) Arya was trying to putthe ............... of a broken vase together.

(iv) Pragya has made up her .......... to be & docior.
{v) %anwespeakwputmrthnughts B e

E. GRAMMAR
Ex. 1. Read the following sentences carefully:

My father, lat my country awake info that heaver of freadom where the mind is
without fear,

In the sentence given above ‘where’ is a relative pronoun thal joins we sentences
(clauses): My father, Jet my country awake into that heaven of freedon and ‘The
mind is without faar in that heaven of freadom.’ Note also how the redative pronoun
comes immediately affer its antecedent, noun,

Join the following sentences using ‘when’, '‘whom’ and ‘who":

(i) 1 knew the person. He had come to meet me.

{ii) Amandeep iiked that shap. He got everything there.

(i) Gyandeo came to my house in the evening. | was away that time,

(iv) | met Amaod on the road. He was coming from Indore.

(¥) Sujeet handled the situation wonderfully. | had given him timely agvice.

F. ACTIVITIES
Read the following lines carefully and tell it you notice anything special about the
sounds: *

. "Where the mind is without fear and the head is held high;

b. "Where tireless striving stretches its arms towards perfection;’

¢. 'the dreary desent sand of dead habit:’

d. “Into that heaven of freedom, my Father, let my country awake'



